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PREFACE. 



THE following Effay is extra&ed 
from a French book, entitled, cc Effai 
cc fur la Felicite de la Vie a venir, par 
" C. L. de VUlette. " The Tranflator 
has fele&ed thofe parts alone which 
feemed moft calculated to awaken fuch 
ideas of the life to come, as it appears 
to have been the Author's principal 
aim to produce ; and has ventured to 
make fome alterations and additions. 

To familiarize the joys of heaven 
to our imagination, without degrading 
them by too clofe a comparifon with 

our 
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our prefent pleafures ; — to place them 
in fuch a point of view, as to warm 
the heart without dazzling the under- 
ftanding; — to reprefent our occupa- 
tions in the celeftial abodes, as hold- 
ing fuch affinity with our earthly 
purfuits, that, in order to be admitted 
to the privileges of the former, we 
muft obferve the ftri&eft reftitude in 
the obje&s of the latter; — to diredt our 
views in every event beyond the nar- 
row bounds of time, to a happy eter- 
nity, where that which is in part fhall 
be fwallowed up in that which is per- 
fe£i ; — thefe are the views of the Trans- 
lator, as they evidently were thofe of 
the Author, 

It 
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It muft indeed be acknowledged, 
that, after all our endeavours to de- 
fcribe the joys of heaven, our mortal 
underftanding can never acquire an 
adequate idea of that glorious ftate, 
in which we fhall be partakers of the 
divine nature, and be conformed to 
the image of Cnrift. But nothing 
furely can fo effe&ually detach us from 
low pyrfuits, and unworthy inclina- 
tions, or infpire the true Chriflian 
with gratitude and moderation in prof- 
perity, with refignation and fortitude 
in adverfity, with humble and ardent 
piety, univerfal benevolence, and every 
virtue becoming a being deflined for 
immortality, and a profeflor of the 

gofpel 
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gofpel of Chrift, as the habit of re- 
lieving on thofe fuperior enjoyments 
which the foul will experience, when, 
the veil of mortality being withdrawn, 
we fliall fee God " face to face," and 
partake of that " fulnefs of joy" which 
is in his prefence for evermore. 
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1 O prove the fuperiority of our immortal 

to our mortal ftate; to affert that the body 

will be purified by death from its natural 

imperfe&ions, and be raifed fpiritual and 

perfeft, and that the faculties of the foul will 

acquire a nearer refemblance to that pure 

fpirit from whom they proceed, would be an 

ufelefs attempt; fince to thofe who examine 

the words of eternal life, thefe truths are 

inconteftibly evident. But what the changes 

will be, which fhall then take place in us, 

is feldom enquired; and they are by many 

people considered as inconceivable, not only 

in their degree, but in their nature alfo, 

b That 
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That with regard to the former, they far 
exceed all which we can imagine, is clear 
from the words of Scripture: " Eye hath 
" not feen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
" tered into the heart of man, the things 
" which God hath prepared for them that 
cc love him. ,,a "Beloved, now are we the fons 
" of God; but it doth not yet appear what 
" we (hall be." b But I apply thefe paffages 
to their degree alone; and it is the objeft 
of the following Effay to prove, that the 
knowledge we have of the nature of the 
univerfe, and of the ways of God, as re- 
vealed to us in the gofpel, may furnifli us 
with ftrong reafons to be perfuaded, that we 
ftiall poffefs in heaven our prefent faculties, 

and enjoy many of our prefent pleafures, 

111 ' * ' * * - 

* I Cor. ii. 9. Ifaiah lxiv. 4. 

k x John ili. *• See alfo % Cor. xii. 4. 

though 
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though improved and refined beyond all 
human conception. 

It may be alleged, that an acquaintance 
with the nature of that happinefs, which we 
hope to enjoy in a future ftate, is of no im- 
portance to us, provided it really merit the 
moft ardent defires of a rational creature; 
and that a perfeft conviftion, that he who 
knows and has power over all, will render 
us happy, forms a motive more than fuffi- 
cient to induce us to undertake every thing, 
to facrifice every thing, in obedience to his 
commands. Yet, if he permit us to dif- 
cover, in fome degree, what thofe rewards 
are which " he hath prepared for them that 
" love him," our imagination will come in 
aid of our duty, and we fliall meditate with 
tranfport on the fcenes of future blifs, which 
in thofe moments of elevation, when the 

b 2 heart 
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heart is lifted up to the Fountain of Happi- 
nefs, we may in fomc meafure be faid to 
anticipate. But, on the other hand, too 
diftinft a view of the celeftial regions would 
be productive of many evils. It would ren- 
der this world a ftate 6f mifery, by the im- 
patience it would raife in us to arrive at that 
period, when mortality (hall be fwallowed 
up of life. Befides, our imagination!, being 
thus forcibly captivated with fuch an en- 
chanting profpeft, muft almoft deprive us 
of the freedom of a&ion in our purfuit of 
virtue. The motives to perfevere in the 
great work of our falvation would be fo 
ftrongly impreffed on our minds, that thofc 
painful exertions which conftitute our vir- 
tue, thofe trials which prove its conftancy, 
would no longer deferve thefe titles j and 
we ihould derive no merit from aftions, the 

rewards 



INTRODUCTION. Xlll 

rewards of which were fet before us in a 
light too powerful to refift. This would 
deftroy the fource of one of our greateft 
pleafures. 

We frequently cpmplain of the difficulties 
attendant on all our attainments, both mental 
and corporeal; yet it may be eafily proved, 
that in moft cafes this pretended caufe for 
complaint ought to be a fubjeft of gratitude. 
In every fituation the Creator has provided 
for us a fatisfaftion and joy, refulting from 
our free agency, and from our own exer- 
tions. Even in our moft trifling amufements, 
and yet more in tjiofe things on which our 
happinefs principally depends, we could not 
be deprived of the privilege of deliberating, 
chufing, and afting with freedom, without 
lofing what is moft folid and precious in the 
benefits beftowed on us. Yet God, through 

b 3 the 
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the greatnefs of his mercy, has offered to 
our refearches fuch an infight into the glories 
of his prefence, as to induce us ardently to 
defire " an inheritance among the faints in 
"light." 

It is evident, from experience, that when 
we do not negle& our faculties, the know- 
ledge we acquire, the virtuous affe&ions, 
the happy inclinations, the laudable habits, 
which we fortifyr, are far more powerful 
than the counterpoife of criminal defires; 
and that our ideas of God, when we are 
frequently occupied in contemplating him, 
triumph confiderably over all thofe in which 
the mod fertile imagination can paint the 
obje&s of this world. If we have not too 
often, and too long, loft fight of thefe 
auguft ideas, they reftrain the violence of 
our moil impetuous paflions, and divert the 

current 
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current of our moft dangerous inclinations; 
'till, by degrees, they change our whole 
heart, re-eftablifh all our good difpofitions, 
and plant virtue in all thofe fecret receffes 
where vice had flourifhed before. 

If it be true, that from our entrance into 
the world, from the commencement of our 
difcipline, every thing points out to us the 
way of true felicity, and that, if at the firft 
ftep we take the right path, every thing en- 
gages and encourages us more and more to 
purfue it; it is true alfo, (and it is a very 
remarkable and a very confoling obfervation) 
that God, infinitely wife and good, has 
hazarded our happinefs no farther than was 
neceffary to preferve our free-agency, the 
foul of all enjoyment. 

It follows then, that, thus fupported by a 
fure and certain hope, we may be enabled 

to 
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to endure with patience unto the end all thofe 
trials of mortality which {hall be fucceeded 
by eternal happinefs. c Let us fuppofe all 
the evils we can fuffer to be collected over 
us, thofe at leaft which we do not bring 
upon ourfelves, they would occupy only a 
very fmall part of our life; they do not ar- 
rive altogether; they are blended with many 
comforts ; they may be conftantly alleviated 
by the pleafure of felf-approbation, by the 
fentiment of an affeftionate obedience, of an 
humble refignation, to the will of that ado- 
rable Being whom we love with our whole 
foul ; and they are almoft abforbed in that 
faith, which is as an anticipated pofleffion of 
" things hoped for. ,,d 

St. Peter lays it down as an evident faft, 
that a faithful chriftian is alfo joyful. He 



c Matth. xxiv. 13 ; and xxv. 46. Rom. ii. 7. * Heb.xi. 1. 

does 
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does not fay to thofe to whom he addreffes 
his epiftle, — In believing on the Son of God 
I befeech you rejoice, — but, Ye do " re- 
" joice with joy unfpeakable;" and it ought 
to be remarked, that at the time in which 
St. Peter wrote to them in this manner, they 
were threatened with various evils, from the 
abfolute power of the Gentiles, and the im- 
placable fury of the Jews. 

In the moments of attentive meditation, a 
chriftian cannot be infenfible to the mercies 
of God in his beloved Son; and if he has 
not one of thbfe extraordinary difpofitions 
which nothing can move, he muft be ftrongly 
afFefted by them. If we could conftantly 
preferve this happy ftate of mind, we fhould 
be in the moft defirable fituation to which 
we could afpire here below; but this is not 

• i Pet. i. 8. the 
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the cafe: the chriflian, fo lately penetrated 
with celeftial joy, again becomes a feeble 
mortal, who mourns and rejoices for trifles. 
In fpite of the refiftance of the underftand- 
ing, in fpite of the afcendancy of the fub- 
limeft fentiments, the mechanifin of our 
body, its unforefeen diforders, produce un- 
happy variations, which an overftrained fe- 
verity regards as incompatible with zealous 
piety and folid virtue. Yet thefe humilia- 
ting inconfiftencies will not prove that we 
do not love our heavenly Father and merci- 
ful Redeemer, that we do not truft and re- 
joice in him; but thefe glorious fentiments 
require to be frequently awakened, extend- 
ed, and more firmly eftablifhed. 

Our natural eagernefs after prefent .plea- 
fures, which fo often leads us into folly, 
forms on this occaiion a motive to employ 

all 
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all our cares, all our efforts, to perfeft this 
important work. The tranquillity, the ftate 
of peace and contentment, which I have juft 
mentioned, is an immediate a&ual bleffing, 
and it is an ineftimable one ; it adds a charm 
to all our innocent pleafures, which infi- 
nitely furpaffes their intrinfic value. With- 
out that tranquillity, founded on an immove- 
ablebafis; without that permanent fatisfoc- 
tion which has its fource in our own bofom, 
and depends on no exterior objeft; all which 
the world calls pleafure is generally accom- 
panied by reproaches, regrets, and afflic- 
tions; while this happy ftate of mind can 
convert the moft infignificant recreation, the 
mod trifling amufement, into a real, a con- 
siderable bleffing. 

The moft infipid day of the man who re- 
joices in God, is infinitely preferable to the 

moft 
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moft brilliant, the moft fortunate day, of the 
ambitious or the voluptuous. But behold 
this man bleffed from above; behold him 
either in " the courts of the Lord, ,,f or 
in a chofen retreat, where, abftra&ing his 
thoughts from all terreftrial objefts, and in- 
viting thofe which conftitute the treafure of 
his heart to appear before his foul, he fills 
it with celeftial joy; then you will exclaim 
with him, and with the Pfalmift, " O Lord! 
cc a day in thy courts is better than a thou* 
" fand" g elfewhere: thsn you will not be 
furprifed at David's ardent fpiritual thirft 
after GoD, h at the.unutterable afpirations of 
St. Paul, 1 at the unfpeakable joy of St. Peter, k 
at " that peace which pafleth all underftand- 
" ing: ,M expreffions which many regard 



9 

f Pfa. lxxxiv. a. ■ PGu Ixxxiv. io. h Pfa. xliii. a. 
> Rom. viii. %%. "f Pet. i. 8. ! Phil. iv. 7. 

either 



INTRODUCTION. XXI 

cither as poetically figurative, or as extrava- 
gancies proceeding from the warmth of an 
eaftern imagination. It is true that the de- 
gree of this joy depends greatly upon the 
conftitution, and upon the force and delicacy 
of certain faculties or qualities of tjhe mind; 
confequently thofe who are fufceptible of 
ftrong and lively emotions, would do wrong 
to judge from their own feelings of the rea- 
lity, the fincerity, the conftancy, or the piety 
of others; but thofe who cannot feel thefe 
emotions, ought not to confider as error 
or weaknefs, a fenfibility fo noble and fo 
enviable. 

Every one may, if I do not deceive my- 
felf, regard as moral truths the following 
propofitions: 

Firji-y If that joy with which we are in- 
fpired by our love of God, and of his Son 

Jesus 
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Jesus Christ, is not with the generality of 
chriftians abfolutely an unfpeakable joy\ at 
leaft it is fometimes ardent, and it almoft 
conftantly produces a ftate of peace, of con- 
fidence, of content, to which no fituation 
merely worldly or terreftrial can approach. 
Sometimes indeed it may be fufpended in the 
confufion of bufinefs, abforbed in the an- 
guilh of affliftion, or banilhed for fome mo- 
ments by the petulant impatience of a quick 
and warm temper; but it foon regains its 
afcendancy, and re-eftablifhes a cheerful tran- 
quillity. Where thefe effefts do not appear, 
that chriflian difpofition does not exift; and 
thofe who do not poffefs it, and yet believe 
that they are chriftians, deceive themfelves, 
and take for real piety what has only the 

appearance of it; or thofe paflions, " which 

" war 
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"war againft the foul," m obtain frequent 
vi&ories over their feeble virtue, and they 
abandon themfelves to foolUh projefts and 
hurtful defires. In this cafe, affuredly they 
cannot expeft to feel that celeftial joy; and 
the fame principles which ought to produce 
and nourilh it, will caufe in its place a de- 
jeftion and terror, which even incredulity 
itfelf does not always experience. I do not 
mean to include thofe, who, with the fin- 
cereft piety, and the beft difpofitions, arc 
affli&ed with doubts and diftra&ions. Thefii 
are frequently owing to fome cdrporeal dif- 
order, which oppreffes the faculties of the 
mind, and difturbs its tranquillity. Some- 
times indeed the caufe is unknown to us ; but 
we may truft to that merciful Saviour, who 
has faid, " Come unto me, all ye that labour, 

•xPct.ii. II. « an( J 
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" and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
" reft." n Thofe doubts which afflift us here, 
will be removed in a future ftate; though 
" now we know but in part, then {hall we 
" know even as we are known." " God 
" (hall wipe away all tears from our eyes, 
" and there {hall be no more forrow." p 

Secondly; If we would affure ourfelves 
that our joy is folid, that it is adequate to 
the greatnefs of its caufe, that it expreffes 
how ftrongly we are affe&ed by that faith 
which we profefs to be planted in our hearts, 
how deeply we are penetrated with admira- 
tion, love, gratitude, confidence, and hope ; 
let us beware of trufting to tranfient emo- 
tions : they may be deceitful. We can only 
judge of this joy from its ordinary and con- 
ftant effe&s. The chriftian in whom it 

■ Matth. xi. *8. * i Cor.xjii. i%. P Rer.xxi.*. 
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ftant effe&s. The chriftian in whom it dwells 
knows nothing, I do not only fay which can 
equal it, but which can bear a comparifon 
with it. He therefore makes a firm refolu- 
tion to banifh immediately all joy, with 
which this is inconfiftent. He knows that 
it has its fource, not in a fruitlefs contem- 
plation of the favours of the Moft High, and 
of his great defigns for the happinefs of the 
human race, but in an a&ive admiration, 
a gratitude fruitful in good works, a pure 
tafte for, and a firm attachment to, every 
thing laudable, honourable, juft, gpd ami- 
able; in fhort, in employing his cares and 
exertions to cultivate and ftrengthen in him- 
felf all thofe noble principles of virtue which 
God has formed within him, and all the 
falutary knowledge which he has afforded 
him. When the leaft danger threatens his 

c confcience, 
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confcience, all the powers of his foul are 
exerted to avoid it. Animated alfo by his 
prefent happinefs, he labours, not with 
painful efforts, but with joyful ardour, to 
eftablifti and augment it; imploring that 
affifting grace, which will ever be vouch- 
fafed to thofe who feek its aid with fincerity 
of heart and pious confidence. " If any of 
" you lack wifdom, let him alk of God, 
" who giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
" braideth not; and it fhall be given him. ,,r 
" He hath faid, I will never leave thee, nor 
" forfake thee. So that we may boldly fay, 
" the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 
" what man doeth unto me."* 



sc 
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PART I. 



XN a comparative view of our prefent and 
future ftate of exiftence, my obfervations 
will be chiefly comprifed under two heads : 
Knowledge and Sentiment: the firft relative 
to the powers of the underftauding, the 
fecond to the afFe&ions of the heart. I fhall 
firft enlarge on the imperfeftions of thefe 
faculties, and of the pleafures which we de- 
rive from them in this life; and then endea- 
vour to explain what their improvements will 

probably 
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probably be in that which is to come. I be- 
gin with the powers of the underftanding. 

The pofitive evils which attend our pro- 
glrefs through this ftate of trial are fenfibly 
felt by every human being. Pain and fick- 
nefs, forrow and difappointment, are at times 
the lot of all; but there are fufferings of a 
different kind, of which the mod cultivated 
minds are mod: fufceptible, as they are per- 
ceived and felt in proportion to the delicacy 
of our tafte, and the improvement of our 
mental powers. 

We may place in the rank "of intelle&ual 
evils the natural imperfe&ion of our facul- 
ties. Our underftanding and memory are 
weak, and various inevitable impediments 
prevent us from employing thefe talents to 
the utmoft. Eftablifhed errors, inftru&ors 
who teach ill, or (if we are reduced to pro- 
ceed 
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ceed without a guide) the want of proper 
means to inform ourfelves; various circum- 
ftances of life, which prevent us from at- 
taining- thofe acquirements for which we 
have the greateft inclination; in a word, 
innumerable accidents, and unfavourable 
events, either turn us afide from the truth, 
or permit us to difcern it only through an 
obfcure and perplexing medium. 

If we fhould be furprifed that there are 
fo few people in the world who make a pro- 
grefs in elegant and ufefiil knowledge, let 
us only confider how rare is the advantage 
of an uninterrupted and regular meditation, 
how many neceflities or diforders derange or 
retard our. refearches. 

Various are the impediments by which 
we frequently find ourfelves. ftopt in the 
career of the moft fublime and interefting 

ftudies. 
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ftudies. The defire of knowledge is uni- 
verfal; and yet whole nations, almoftallthc 
nations of the world, fliamefully enflaved by 
prejudice, and proud of their infatuation, 
perfifl with an invincible obftinacy in a dark 
and intricate path, and frequently only ad- 
vance further into error ; or, perhaps, fatis- 
fied with the labours of their predeceffors, 
and abandoning themfelves to an unmanly 
indolence, they enquire no further: they 
know already all which they defire to know. 
Not content with indulging this unworthy 
ina&ivity, they oppofe the exertions of thofe 
noble individuals, who, animated by an ar- 
dent love of truth,, dare to fhake off fuch 
difhonourable and dangerous fetters, and 
endeavour to deliver others from them. 

We may rank amongft mental evils thofe 
which, from the natural influence of the 

body 
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body upon the mind, are occafioned by cor- 
poreal diforders. Pain and ficknefs not only 
frequently betray us into a reftleflhefs and 
impatience of fpirit, which it requires the 
ftrifteft watch over ourfelves to avoid, but 
often, by deranging thofe finer parts which 
more immediately aft upon the mental pow- 
ers, produce the moft deplorable effefts, and 
degrade the faculties of the immortal foul. 
alm«ft to a level with the inftinft of the beafts 
that perifh. To this we may add, that dc- 
jeftion of mind, that penfive fadnefs, the 
caufe of which cannot be difcovered either 
in the foul itfelf, or in any external event; 
and which, therefore, can be fuppofed to 
proceed only from fome corporeal derange- 
ment, which, without this grievous effeft, 
would have remained imperceptible. We 
frequently fee, and even more frequently 

than 
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than elfewhere, in thefe happy climates, 
where liberty and enlightened reafon emi- 
nently prevail, perfons of an excellent un- 
derstanding, perfe&ly regular in their man- 
ners, rich in advantages both of nature 
and fortune, fall into a deep melancholy, 
•which they pronounce to be infurmountable. 
Nothing gives them pleafure: every thing 
wearies them. But are we very certain that 
no affliftive event has befallen them? ¥es, 
they themfelves* confefs it. Every thing 
around fmiles upon them as before. It muft 
be, therefore, an infenfible corporeal dif- 
order which thus afFefts their intelleftual 
faculties. " The corruptible body preffeth 
" down the foul, and the earthly tabernacle 
" weigheth down the mind that mufeth upon 
" many things. And hardly do we guefs 
" aright at things that are upon earth ; and 

" with 
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" with labour do we find the things that 
" are before us: but the things that are in 
" heaven who hath fearched out?"' 

Particular circumftances vary infinitely the 
evils of the mind. It is very feldom that 
our bufinefs, our profeflion, our way of life, 
the perfons with whom we are acquainted, 
the country which we inhabit, the fortune, 
the employment, the rank which we poffefs, 
anfwer to our inclinations and ideas. One 
man, whofe deftiny confines him in a country 
almoft defert, envies the happinefs which the 
citizen of a capital enjoys: whilft the fame 
citizen, overpowered with bufinefs, and tor- 
mented with cares, wifhes for the peaceable 
retreat of the inhabitant of the country. 

But our greateft evils are caufed by our 
paflions. If we yield to them in the fmalleft 

! Wifdom ix. 15, 16. 

degree > 
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degree, they become to the foul what violent 
paroxyfms are to the body; and, however 
nobly we may fubdue them, there is at leaft 
a time in which they make us fuffer, — the 

* 

time of combat. 

Our defires and averfions, with regard to 
all kinds of advantages or evils, real or ima- 
ginary, are the fources of innumerable vexa- 
tions and affli&ions. They are often at- 
tended with alarms and fears, with regard 
both to the prefent life and to that which is 
to come. We fear for our poffeffions, repu- 
tation, health, and life; we place our defires 
on improper objefts, and thefe defires tor- 
ment us; we love what does not deferve our 
regard, and fooner or later we find reafon to 
be afhamed of it; we regret exceffively an 
objeft which could but very imperfeftly con- 
tribute to our happinefs ; we fear that which 

may 
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may never happen, we hope for that which 
can fcarcely ever happen. Ideas which ftrike 
the imagination, caufe torments as real, and 
fometimes much more fevere than the evil 
which we thus reprefent to ourfelves would 
be in itfelf ; and we are punifhed for en- 
couraging extravagant hopes, by the difap- 
pointments which follow them. Add to 
thefe, diffentions, quarrels, jealoufies, afflic- 
tions of every kind, which often, in this 
corrupt world, neither prudence nor probity 
can prevent ; and laftly , the evils of confci- 
ence, infinitely more terrible than all the reft. 
The nobleft fentiments of our heart muft 
frequently be productive of mental evils. 
The intereft we take in the welfare of others 
occafions anxiety; the lofs of thofe comforts 
which reafon and affe&ion concur to render 
precious, deeply wounds our fenfibility ; and 

thus. 
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thus, the mod moderate, cautious, and vir- 
tuous men, are expofed to numerous pain- 
ful emotions, 

Affuredly the fpiritual part of our felicity 
(permit me to call it the health and eafe of 
the foul) depends upon a much greater va-. 
riety of circumftances, than the eafe and 
health of the body, and its fecret fprings are 
much more delicate. In a long life, there 
are weeks, months, and fometimes years, 
which are not diftinguilhed by any corporeal 
diforderj inftead of which, few days pafs 
over our heads unmarked by fome mental 
pain or uneafmefs. We may then venture 
to affert, that the evils of the mind arc far 
more numerous, more various, and often 
much lefs fupportable, than thofe of the 
body, and in confidering them together, 
what could we think of the defigns of the 

Creator, 
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Creator, ifourexiftence terminated with the 
prefent life? 

But when " this corruptible ihall have 
put on incorruption, when this mortal lhall 
have put on immortality,"* we lhall be 
freed from all infirmities. Sicknefs and pain 
(hall no more difturb our moft ufeful occu- 
pations, our moft innocent pleafures. Our 
fenfes, being perfe&ed to a degree of which 
we can at prefent form no idea, will convey 
to the foul an endlefs variety of delightful 
impreffions. In the enjoyment of eternal 
youth and health, with our faculties and 
taftes in a ftate of continual improvement, 
our pleafures and our virtues will be con- 
tinually increafing. Our purfuit of know- 
ledge will no longer be attended with weari- 
nefs or difguft; our virtues will no more be 

* I Cor. xv. 5 j. 

mixed 
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mixed with imperfe&ion, nor our pleafures 
end in grief and difappointment. I intend 
to confider our comparative fituation in this 
world and the next with a view to all thefc 
fources of enjoyment. 

The pleafures moft fuitable to an intelli- 
gent creature, thofe which diftinguifh him 
from the brute, and form the effential part 
of his felicity, are the aftive pleafures: I 
mean thofe which he derives from the volun- 
tary ufe of. his faculties. What is it to be 
acquainted with an objeft? Affuredlyit is 
not merely to have that idea of it which is 
impreft upon the foul by means of the fenfes, 
for in that cafe the knowledge of the brute 
would not be inferior to our own: it is when 
we refleft on the impreffion received, that 
we begin to know; that we free ourfelves 
from the vile (late of paffive creatures, and 

rife 
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xifeto the honourable clafs of aftive beings: 
it is then, and then only, that the foul, en- 
joying the confcioufnefs of its own dignity, 
finds in its a&ions a fatisfa&ion, a variety of 
pleafure, which no fenfation, no impreflion, 
merely as fuch, could poffibly afford it. To 
refleft, to examine, is to will, to aft freely; 
confequently the pleafure of acquiring and 
poffeffing knowledge is an intelleftual, an 
aftive pleafure j calculated for a being en- 
dued with - reafon, and glorying in free- 
agency. A ftate of mental repofe is not 
confiftent with the nature of a created in- 
telligent being. We have no fooner at- 
tained to one degree of knowledge, than 
we afpire to the next. If we fhould find 
our progrefs fuddenly limited by eternal bar- 
riers, our defires would continually torment 
us. -We cannot enough admire the extent, 

d the 
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the delicacy, of thofe arrangements which 
God has made for our felicity. Our facul- 
ties unfold, and our acquirements ihcreafe 
more and more. In comparifon with the 
impetuofity of our defires, we feem to ad- 
vance but flowly, yet ftill we do advance. 
This impetuofity is rendered excufable here 
below, by the fliortnefs of our life, the un- 
certainty of every thing human, and our own 
weaknefs. It is frequently neceffary to fa- 
cilitate our progrefs in various occupations 
andftudiesj yet it is generally attended with 
fome degree of uneafinefs, as it induces us 
to afpire after the attainment of perfeftions, 
before we can arrive at them by a natural 
progreffion, and confequently occafions us 
many mortifications. 

But fuch is the importance of acquiring 
and poffeffing knowledge, that the wife and 

benevolent 
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benevolent Creator impels us, aJmoft irre- 
fiftibly, to employ all our faculties in the 
purfuit of it. He has not only furnifhed us 
with the motive, which is produced by the 
idea of extenfive utility annexed to fuch pur- 
fuits, (an idea which prefents itfelf at firft, 
and which opens and extends in proportion 
to our progrefs) but left this motive fhould 
not be effeftual, or ftiould begin too late to 
operate on imperfeft and mortal beings, he 
has given us a fpring of aftion, influencing 
us continually from our earlieft infancy; and 
this is curiofity. 

The human underftanding, exprefsly cal- 
culated to acquire knowledge, and intro- 
duced into the world deftitute of it, no 
fooner exifts than it exerts itfelf to learn. 
This natural curiofity is the firft fpring of all 
the efforts wc make to inform ourfelves. It 

is 
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* 

is fo powerful, that, if deftitute of objefts 
worthy of its attention, it will employ itfelf 
upon trifles. Our underftanding cannot re- 
main inaftive; that ftate is infuppor table to 
it. To this it is owing, that when we have 
not early learnt to love thofe truths which 
are of fome importance, we contraft the 
defpicable habit of fending our intelleftual 
powers in queft of a thoufand trifles, and 
pry into the moft infignificant affairs of our 
neighbours. 

Curiofity is an intellectual appetite, which 
is fcarcely appeafed before it preffes us again; 
and the pleafure of knowledge confifts lefs 
in poffefling than in acquiring it; which 
fhews the neceflity of a progreflion in know- 
ledge, in order to render us happy; and to 
derive from this progreflion all the pleafure 
which can refult from knowledge, it is ne- 

ceflary 
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ceffary that we fhould always preferve our 
free-agency, the ufe of our liberty, the 
voluntary exercife of our faculties. Our 
progrefs in knowledge \s % in this cafe, a con- 
tinual renovation of the pleafure of gratify- 
ing our intelleftual appetite; and our enjoy- 
ment is increafed by the flattering confidera- 
tion, that it is the fruit of our own exertions. 
But in order to animate us to feek after 
knowledge, and fupport us through our 
ftudies with chearftdnefs, it is neceffary that 
our exertions fhould not become difagree- 
able through too much labour; that our 
faculties, talents, and afEftances, fhould 
always bear an exaft proportion to the ob- 
jeft in queftion; that a well-grounded hope 
of fuccefs fhould make every thing eafy to 
us, juft fo far as that even the mod attentive 
ftudy may become a pleafure; that nothing 

fhould 
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fhould interrupt our occupations againft our 
own inclinations; that we fhould have a 
glimpfe, in the depths of infinity, of an in- 
exhauftible fund to fupply that intelle&ual 
appetite which is continually incteafing; and 
above all, that we lhould be as certain of 
an eternal duration as we are of our own 
exiftence and of that of the Creator. 

Let us confider, according to thefe ideas, 
our fituation in this world with regard to 

knowledge; and from thence, in regulating 

> 

our obfervations by the declarations or in- 

finuations of the Scriptures, we may cbn- 

jefture, in fome degree, what will be our 

fituation in heaven. . 

In many refpe&s our knowledge here be- 

low far exceeds what is neceffary to direft 

us in providing for our natural wants; fo 

much fo, that if the Creator had limited 

our 
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our duration to die fliort fpace of human 
life, it would be impoffible to comprehend 
with what defign he could have given to man 
a capacity, which extends to innumerable 
fpeculations, not requifite for the fupply of 
ourneceffities; and this is of itfelf a ftrong 
proof, that the prefcnt ftate is only the be- 
ginning, the infancy of our exiftence. 

On the other hand, our underftanding is 
in fome refpe&s fo weak and imperfeft, that 
it is frequently unable to guide us through 
thofe obftacles, which continually impede 
our purfuit of the moft ufeful knowledge. 

This imperfe&ion of our faculties is un- 
avoidably attendant on our prefent ftate of 
probation; and it is a mortifying reflection, 
that, after our ftrongeft efforts to penetrate 
into the depths of fcience, we can difcover 
only a {mall part of the ways and works of 

God. 
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God. Not only the univerfe itfelf, bur an 
infeft, a plant, and even a fingie hair, offers 
to our curiofity matter for profound and 
often fruitlefs inveftigation. Far from being 
in danger of objefts failing us, we are con- 
founded by their abundance. Thoufands of 
ages, of fuch a life as ours, would not fuf- 
fice to glance flightly over the ten-thoufandth 
part of them. But of what ufe to us is this 
exceffive abundance, this aftonifhing profu- 
fion of exquifite gratifications, if we have 
fcarcely time allowed us to tafte a very few 
of them; unlefs the Creator, who places 
them before us, and who continually ex- 
cites that appetite which he gave us, defigns 
to bring us again to this magnificent ban- 
quet, and to allow us to enjoy it for ever? 

In Heaven, through the goodnefs and 
power of Him who has created us, and who 

will 
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will raife us from the dead, our faculties 
will be endued with the precife degree of 
perfe&ion requifite for our making a rapid 
progrefs in all intelleftual attainments. I 
regard the refurre&ion of the body as an 
acknowledged fa&, for I write to Chriftians; 
c< but we {hall all be changed;"* and we 
may reafonably fuppofe that change to con- 
fift, not only in a freedom from bodily infir- 
mities, but in the attainment of a much more 
perfeft organization. A blind man has no 
idea of the pleafure produced by fight, or 
a deaf man of the delights of. harmony ; and 
as we know that even in this world, there 
are fenfations of which fome individuals arc 
entirely ignorant, furely it is not unreafon- 
able to conclude, that our glorified bodies 
may be endued with new modes of percep- 

• i Cor. *v. 51. 

tion, 



50 ON THE HAPPINESS OF 

tion, which may convey to the foul new 
(burces of enjoyment, infinitely varied, and 
continually increafing, in an eternal progref- 
fion of happinefs. By attempting entirely 
to fpiritualize our celeftial exiftence, we re* 
duce ourfelves to the impoffibility of form- 
ing the Ieaft idea of it; and while we ac- 
knowledge a refurreftion of the body, we 
in fa# deny it. To this caufe, perhaps, 
amongft others, is owing the coldnefs and 
indifference with which even the beft people 
too often regard the joys of heaven} and 
the affertion, fo often repeated, that we can 
form no idea at all of our future ftate. Yet 

r 

we cannot reafonably complain of the un- 

fatisfa&orinefs of that information, which 

» 

few of us endeavour to obtain^ and it will 
not, I think, be difficult to prove, that in 
thefe refearches, the Holy Scripture confirms 
the dedu&ions of reafon. 



cc 
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The expreflions of St. Paul, Our body 
raifed in glory/ ' b which implies an incon* 
ceivable improvement of our organs ; " then 
" we (hall fee face, to face;" " now we 
" walk by feithi not by fight ; ,,d " now we 
" know in part, but when that which is 
cc perfeft is come, that which is in part fhall 
" be done away;"*— the comparifon which 
the fame apoftle makes between our prefent 
ftate, and that in which we (hall be in 

heaven, " when I was a child, I fpake as a 
" child, I underftood as a child, I thought 
" as a child j but when I became a man, I 
" put away childifh things;"* — what St. 
John fays, in fpeaking of God, that " we 
" (hall fee him as he is;"* — all thefe paflages 



h x Cor. xv. 43. c t Cor. xiii. 1 a. * * Cor. v, 7. 

* 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10. f x Cor. xiii. 11. * I John ill. a. 
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cftablifh, as fo many infallible truths, the 
flattering ideas which mere reafon ventures 
to prefent to us only as conje&ures. 

We ihall fee God face to face. Of what 
nature will be that view or that knowledge? 
Here it would be rafh and abfurd to con- 
jecture; becaufe, in order to be in a ftate 
to do it, we muft be inverted with the facul- 
ties requifite to conceive that kind of know- 
ledge: that is, we tftuft be now, what we 
{hall be after a glorious refurreftion. When 
St. Paul was caught up to heaven in a mi- 
• raculous extacy, he heard things which he 
declares to be " unfpeakable. ,,h Thus with 
regard to the manner of the beatific vifion, 
we are in a profound ignorance here below; 
but we may venture to aflert, that we {hall 

know God, and every other objeft, with a 
■ — 

b % Cor. xii. 4. 
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ftrength, a facility, a clearnefs of concep- 
tion, infinitely fuperior to all which the fineft 
capacity can hope for on earth, from the 
longeft ftudy. The foul, inverted with a 
fpiritual body, and thus provided with or- 
gans incomparably more perfeft than thofe 
with which it is now connefted, will have 
great advantages for acquiring knowledge, 
and making a rapid progrefs in it. The at- 
tributes of God, the conduft of his provi- 
dence, his vaft defigns, and, as proceeding 
from them, the wonders of creation, of 
which we nowdifcern only a fmall part; all 
thefe objefts of infinite grandeur, beauty, 
variety, and importance, in the ftudy of 
which we are every moment fenfible of the 
weaknefs of our underftandings, will be 
placed within the reach of our obferva- 
tion. 

By 
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By the luftrc of the heavenly ray with 
which God will enlighten us, a thoufand 
admirable novelties will burft upon our fight; 
in him, and by him, we {hall fee all around 
us what at prefent eye cannot fee, hear 
what at prefent ear cannot hear, and our 
hearts fhall conceive what at prefent they 
cannot conceive. 

Thofe who fail upon the ocean, fomc 
leagues from land, fee only the coafts. Thofe 
who have the cleareft eyes, with the beft 
inftruments, difcern in this confufed land- 
scape only fome objefts, which are loft to 
others, and which ftrongly excite curiofity. 
Night comes on, and veils the profpelt from 
their fight. During their fleep the veffel 
approaches the port, and at fun-rife cafts 
anchor. They land; a thoufand beautiful 
and magnificent obje&s prefent themfelves 

on 
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on every fide, infinitely excelling all which 
the diftant view had induced them to 
imagine. 

Thus we fhall enjoy in heaven, to a de- 
gree beyond all conception, the pleafures of 
novelty and furprife, of finding our curio- 
fity fatisfied, or at leaft ourfelves provided 
with means to enable us to fatisfy it: for if 
we were to fuppofe that God would difplay 
to us at once, all which we hope to know 
through eternity, this would be, according 
to my ideas, to fuppofe that he would rob 
our knowledge of one of its greateft charms. 

In proportion as the truths we are to 
learn fliall become more difficult to com- 
prehend, we fliall doubtlefs acquire talents 
adapted to them; and thus we fhall go on 
from ftrength to ftrength, with regard to 
the pleafure of acquiring and poffefling 

knowledge, 



$6 ON THE HAPPINESS OF 

knowledge, as in every refpeft we (hall rife 
from glory to glory. 

The ftudies requlfite to advance in this 
manner will not be oppreflive labours. The 
affiftance which may be neceffary to us, an 
infinite number of beings more intelligent 
than ourfelves, and full of celeftial goodnefs, 
will be eager to offer* If they are now 
" miniftering fpirits, fent forth to minifter 
" for them who fliall be heirs of falvation, ,,i 
will they not then rejoice to affociate with 
us, when, purified from the corruptions of 
mortality, we (hall be " as the angels which 
" are in heaven ?" k Whatever may be the 
length of the attentions requifite to attain to 
a certain point, the hope, or rather affurance 
of fuccefs, will fupport, animate, and fill us 
with joy. 



i Heb. i. 14. * Mark xii. 25. 
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Our progrefs, always equal to our facul- 
ties, and not retarded by involuntary inter- 
ruptions, will be great and rapid. In a 
world where we (hall be freed from all the 
cares which are here requifite for our fub- 
fiftence, our clothing, our lodging; where 
we (hall fleep no morej where " there lhall 
u be no more forrow, nor crying, nor pain;" 1 
where all, far from molefting us, or de- 
ranging our plans of ftudy, will favour them; 
it is evident that we muft have undifturbed 
leifure to execute them. 

At the lame time, with fuch great advan- 
tages for enjoying thefe pleafures, and not- 
withftanding the vaft treafure of fcience 
which we ihall have collefted through my- 
riads of ages, — we lhall never lofe for a 
moment that foothing idea, fo neceffary to 
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the happincfs of every being who values the 
pleafure of acquiring knowledge; that the 
fource of this gratification will never fail. 
In God, and the immenfity of his works, 
there is an inexhauflible fund of materials 
to fatisfy the molt unbounded curiofity ; but 
though affurcd that we fhall never arrive at 
a perioki when there will be no more to 
learn, yet we fhall ftill preferve a ftedfaft 
hope, that we fhall perfeftly underftand all 
the obje&s which offer themfelves for our 
inveftigation. 

It may be obje&ed, in anfwer to thefe ob- 
fervations on the extent of our capacities in 
a future (late, and the means which will be 
afforded us for obtaining knowledge, that 
there will probably be fome things, the en- 
tire comprehenfion of which will be referved 
for God alone; as it is reafonable to fup- 

pofc 
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pofe that the creature, however perfeft, can 
never acquire complete ideas of every thing 
relative to the Deity j and, in that cafe, that 
we may feel our curiofity ftrongly excited, 
without being poffeffed of the means to 
fatisfy it. But I believe, that when we fhall 
have attained to fuch an exalted underftand- ♦ 
ing, we (hall have all the difcernment re- 
quifite to diftinguifti between what is to be 
known to the creature, and what to the 
Supreme Being alone j and, always fubje& 
to the guidance of reafon, we fhall be able, 
without difficulty, to reftpain our curiofity 
within the fame limits, which will neceffarily, 
from the nature of things, be prefcribed to 
our knowledge. The moft noble ambition 
would be extravagant, if it engaged a crea- 
ted being to defire to ufurp the place of his 
Creator: this therefore will not happen: the 

mod 
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mod ardent imagination will not afpire fo 
high. The moft vehement curiofity will be 
repreffed, the moment we fhall perceive, that 
to attempt to penetrate further, would be 
to encroach upon the privileges of the Moft 
High; to wifh to be what He is, what He 
alone can be. Always humble and grateful, 
always joyfully fubmitting our own will to 
that of the all-wife God, whom we {hall 
love with all our foul, we fhall no fooner 
arrive at thofe unfathomable depths, than 
retreating with refpeft, and acknowledging 
our dependance on him, we {hall, without 
regret, turn all our attention and enquiries 
towards that multitude of objefts, upop 
which we may innocently and fuccefsfully 
indulge our curiofity. 

If then we are in the fmalleft degree fuf- 
ceptible of thofe pleafures which are the 

moft 



THE LIFE TO COME, , 6l 

moft worthy of a thinking being, the idea 
of feeing God as he is muft excite very 
ftrongdefires; and how natural is it to feek 
inceffantly the means to fulfil thofe defires, 
and to employ thofe means without delay ? 

They are all comprehended in this word, 
holinefs. Thofe alone will be admitted into 
the adorable prefence of God, who labour 
fmcerely and affiduoufly in the work of their 
fan&ification. " Without holinefs no man 
" {hall fee the Lord:" m " depart from me,, 
" ye that work iniquity.*' 11 

To meditate on God as foon as we are 
capable of reafoning, to apply afterwards to 
that meditation more and more, is a fure 
path to holinefs, and a moft powerful incen- 
tive to exert every poffible effort to praftife 
it with diligence. Even an indiflinft and 



* Heb. xii. 14* * Matth. vii. 13. 
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limited knowledge of the wifdom and good- 
nefs of the Almighty, fuch a knowledge as 
we may acquire in the prefent life, mult fill 
our hearts with comfort and joy. God, in 
the glories of the gofpel difpenfation, is the 
God of mercy, the God of peace. What 
treafures of benignity! What effufions of 
grace! He is amiable, adorable, beyond all 
expreffion, all conception : our language has 
no terms, our heart no fentiments, adequate 
to this fublime fubjeft. 

We may reafonably fuppofe, that all the 
endeavours which we employ upon earth to 
know God, {hall not be loft to us in heaven; 
and that thofe who in this world fhall ac- 
quire the beft knowledge of Him, will have, 
at their entrance into the habitations of 
glory, the qualities rooft requifite for feeing 
Him as he is. 

Every 
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Everyman, who {hall not have been be- 
wildered by falfe information j who fhall 
ftedfaftly have followed, through the inter- 
pofing mifts of error, thofe rays of light 
which God has diffufed through the uni- 
verfe; and above alf, he, who favoured 
with that fhining light difplayed in the gof- 
pel, fhall conftantly have employed it as a 
guide to direft him into the paths of truth; 
in a word, every man who, uninfluenced by 
prejudice, fhall not have adopted any of thofe 
fyftems which give us falfe notions of our 
great God, notions injurious to the divine 
majefty, will have Nothing to correft in the 
copy, which, faint as it is, now affords him 
fo much fatisfa&ion. He fees God only as 
through a glafs; he fees him only at a dis- 
tance; yet at leaft his glafs is true ; if it re- 
prefents the image faintly and darkly^ it 

• does 
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does not reprefent it falfely; but when lie 
fhall enter into the regions of blifs, befc- 
the throne of God, he fhall fee Him in tho 
brightnefs of his glory. Happy here below, 
when we faintly difcern him fuch as he is; 
how fupremely bleft fcall we be, when we 
fhall " behold him lace to face; when we 
" fliall know, even as alfo we are known l"° 

• 1 Cor. xiii. ia. 
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LIFE TO COME. 



PART II. 



1 Have as yet only confider^d what may 
fetisfy our boundlefs xuriofity £1 the know- 
ledge which we {hall have off God in the 
future ftate, but there are m^ny other de- 

« 

lightful fentiments with which this know- 
ledge may infpire us. 

When we contemplate objefts which de- 
ferve our admiration, and which are befides 
connefted with our felf-love, or with our 
generous and focial afFeftions, then to the 

pleafure 
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pleafurc of admiring, are united various 
other pleafures, which animate and extend it 
in proportion to the number and greatnefs 
of thefe objefts. I wilt endeavour to illuf- 
trate this by a familiar example. 

Let me fuppofe myfelf condufted into a 
palace, from thence into a garden, from 
thence into a beautiful country, where art 
and nature have united to form all which 
we can imagine pkafant, commodious, and 
lovely. I have leifure to admire the moft 
ftriking beaities: I do fo, with the indif- 
ference of a ftranger, who is immediately to 
quit thefe charming fcenes, where neither 
himfelf nor his friends have the leaft poffef- 
fion ; but at the inftant of my departure, my 
conduftor flops to tell me, that all which 
I have juft feen belongs to me and to my 
friends. I return: I remark, with an ex- 

tremc 
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trcme furprife, that even in the moft trifling 
things, the moft fcrupulous attention has 
been paid to our tafte; that even the fmalleft 
flower is difpofed according to our fancy: 
then my admiration is raifed to the higheft 
degree: the little flower, artfully placed in 
that particular fpot to gratify me, affords me 
a much more lively pleafure than I had felt 
before in the contemplation of all the en- 
chanting beauties of this terreftrial paradife. 
But the emotions of my heart towards him 
to whofe goodnefs I owe this magnificent 
gift, are of a different nature, and diffiife 
over my foul the fweeteft fentiments of love 
and gratitude. 

This will be our cafe in heaven. At firft 
aftonilhed at the objefts which will offer 
themfelves to our obfervation on every fide, 
and afterwards refle&ing on the goodnefs of 

the 
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the Creator who has given them to us, and 
difpofed our minds to enjoy them, we fliall 
admire their feveral relations to our facul- 
ties; and a minute examination of thefe will 
increafe our admiration to infinity, and con- 
tinually awaken in our hearts a new emo- 
tion of gratitude and love. 

To the profpfcft of this treafure of feli- 
city, which will be difplayed before our eyes, 
will be added the recolle&ion of all which 
God fliall have done to fecure the poffeffion 
of it to us. 

" Is memory's magic only felt below ? 
«* Say, thro' what brighter realms (he bids it flow ; 
" To what pure fpirits, in a nobler fphere, 
" She yields delight, but faintly imag'd here,"* 

We fliall retrace, to a remote period, that 
amazing variety of combinations, circum- 



f Pleafures of Memory. 

ftances, 
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fiances, and events, which the providence 
of God ftiall have brought to pafs to work 
out bur falvation. Our particular refleftions 
upon ourfelves will foon extend to the whole 
human race. In unfolding the work of our 
redemption, which will then be completed, 
we fhall by degrees difcover the depths of 
that wifdom, and that love, which have 
(hone forth in Jefus Chrift, and which at 
prefent the angels themfelves cannot totally 
penetrate. What here appears mod obfcure 
in the difpenfations of Providence, what 
fometimes confounds, alarms, and difcou- 
rages us, will then appear to have been evi- 
dently neceflary to the divine fyftem, and 
the mod myfterious parts to have been the 
moft ikilfully contrived and difpofed. 

In the fame manner, with regard to the 
evils of this life, of which we now fome- 
times 



s 
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times complain fo bitterly, which we fup- 
port with fuch impatience, and which wc 
every moment fear fhould betray us into inju- 
rious murmurs againft our heavenly Father, 
we fhall perceive that to them f we are in 
fome degree indebted for our ftate of glory. 
With what joy fhall we then refleft on thefe 
favourable evils, thefe happy affli&ions! 
What tranfports of love and gratitude to 
God will be excited by this retrofpeft of 
the pad! We fhall continually recur to this 
affe&ing idea, and dwell upon it with rap- 
ture. Though here his defigns fometimes 
appear obfcure, and his difpenfations myf- 
terious; yet there we fhall perceive that 
they had conftantly been conducive to our 
happinefs; but that the ftedfaftnefs of his 
affe&ion, and his profound knowledge of 
what would beft contribute to our felicity, 

had 
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had engaged him to impofe upon us a difci- 
pline accommodated to our difpofkions and 
our ftate upon earth, and which confequently 
had been fometimes Severe. Regarding 
then, in the true point of view, all his con- 
duft towards us, we fhall difcover an ad- 
mirable union of the tendered care, the 
mod confummate prudence, and the mod 
inimitable fkill, to guide and impel us in- 
fenfibly towards a ftate of everlafting hap- 
pinefs. The pleafure of furprife, of a com- 
parifon between our prefent and our paft 
fituation, all the augmentation which our 
joy can receive from the moft foothing re- 
flections, we fhall enjoy to the utmoft. If 
our happinefs would be complete in itfelf, 
without the aid of fuch a comparifon, what 
vivacity of fentiment will it not add to it! 
The contemplation of the difpenfations of 

God, 
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God, in every part of this retrofpeft, will 
raife in our fouls fentiments of gratitude 
and. love, of which our happieft experi- 
ences in piety upon earth can give us but a 
faint idea. 

When a profperous event befals us in this 
world, if we conneft with that event a firm 
perfuafion that it is in a peculiar manner the 
effeft of the approbation and favour with 
which God honours us, we fhall have in- 
finitely greater joy in that perfuafion, than 
in the benefit itfelf which his providence has 
juft beftowed upon us. The fentiments of 
affe&ion and gratitude, which arife in our 
minds towards a benefaftor worthy of all 
our veneration, all our attachment, are far 
fuperior in value to the gift which we re- 
ceive from him. This gift is a pledge of hi$ 
affeftion, and that confideration awakens all 

our 
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our own: that engaging idea is what prin- 
cipally renders it precipus to us. This is 
true above all with regard to Godj for be- 
fides the prefent advantage which we enjoy, 
befides the delightful fentiments of gratitude 
and love which it infpires, we may infer 
from it what are the defigns of the Mod 
High, and what will be his future dealing 
with us. His favour once obtained, we do 

not lofe it but by our own fault; there is no 
» * » 

caprice, no inconftancy, to be feared from 
God. What may we not then expeft and 
hope! What fweet emotions arife at once 
in our fouls! And in heaven how clear, 
how convincing, will this argument be! 

Here below, befides that we are pre- 
vented from beholding, by the "clouds and 
" darknefs which are round about,"' our 

r Pfa. xcvii. a* 

f good 
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good God, the full perfe&km of that 
" righteoufhefs and judgment which are the 
" habitation of his throne;" and froih tatting 
that " joy unfpeakable and foil of glory/ 5 ' 
with which a clear perception of him would 
fill' every heart; befides this obfcurity, there 
is often another obftacleyincomparably more 
difficult to furmount, and which we our- 
felves create; this is fin. We are the fame 
with regard to God, as we ufuaDy are with 
regard to our friends; as foon as we have 
afted ill towards them, or in any manner 
rendered ourfelves lefs worthy of their af- 
feftion, we immediately feel our own dimi- 
niih. Frequently, in confequence of the 
injury which an unjuft offender has com- 
mitted, he hates the offended perfon more 
than he is hated by him. 



■ UHWJ.H.U.J.LL..HI i. mmm 
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Of all mental evils, the greateft and the 
moft infupportable is remorfe of confcience. 
To thofe who have been guilty of enormous 
crimes, it is a fenfation of inexpreffible an- 
guifla; but every fpecies of guilt, every de- 
gree of fin, creates in the mind uneafinefs 
and confufion, in proportion to the fentejice 
which we pafs upon our aftions; and it is 
impoflible to elude the judgment of our own 
confcience, or to render ourfelves indifferent 

to its awful voice. 

Shame, as well as remorfe, is always re- 
vived by the fight of the perfon we have 
injured j it ftrikes through the heart, and 
we fly, we abhor, whatever awakens it. 
The idea of a witnefs of our unworthinefs, 
dpecially when that witnefs is the perfon 
with regard to whom we are guilty, is a 
tormenting idea. If to fhame be added a 

well- 
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well-grounded fear of fuffering the punifti- 
ment deferved, we have then a complication 
of emotions which diftrafl: us. Such is our 
deplorable fituation with regard to Qod, 
when we have trampled on his facred laws, 
and defpifed his falutary counfels. The fen- 
timents of foothing confidence, of fincere 
and ardent love, which we once felt to- 
wards him, are weakened by the (hock of 
various oppofite fentiments. Our heavenly 
Father, who was once the fource of our 
tranquillity, of our confolation and joy, be- 
comes a fource of fliame and fear; and if 
we are not diligent to fupprefs this tumult 
in our fouls, by fincere repentance"" and 
fpeedy amendment, we expofe ourfelves to 
the moft formidable of all dangers, that of 
changing into averfion thofe fentiments of 
filial duty and afFe&ion which we once felt 

towards 
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towards that adorable and almighty Being. 
If we were always wife and virtuous, we 
fliould here enjoy, in a high degree, the 
pleafure of loving God; but even thofe who 
have made the greateft progrefs in the work 
of fan&ification, have always fufficient caufe 
to reproach themfelves. This is what prin- 
cipally cools that celeftial ardour, and mingles 
much bitternefs with all its gratifications. 

In heaven this great obftacle will be re- 
moved. If at firft we fliould feel fome de- 
gree of flume, on the recolle&ion of the 
numerous weakiieffes, omiffions, and errors, 
which had interrupted the work of our fane* 
tification, and fliould be confufed at obtain- 
ing rewards fo greatly furpaifing all which 
we could reafonably expeft from our cares 
and exertions; cares fo continually inter- 
rupted, exertions frequently fo languid; 

thefe 
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thefe painful refle&ions will immediately be 
alleviated by the propitious afpeft of our 
Heavenly Father, and afterwards entirely ab- 
forbed in the profufion of his favours. 
Having once and for ever " caft away our 
" fins,"' and ceafed to " remember our ini- 
" quities;"* having accepted our good in- 
tentions and our feeble endeavours, he will 
obviate at the moment of our entrance into 
glory, by every teftimony of paternal affec- 
tion, all which might give us uneafinefs. 
Like the indulgent and tender father, in the 
afFefting parable of the prodigal fon; who, 
inftead of uttering the leaft reproach to his 
returning penitent, was anxious to dry up 
his tears, haftened to embrace him, and be- 
ftowed upon him innumerable careffes and 
benefits ; he will not leave us time to recal 

1 II I =3=g ■■ . I „ , 

* Micah vii. 19, * Heb. viii. xa, 

to 
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to our minds thofe painful fentiments which 
his ineffable goodnefs will exclude for ever 
and ever. 

In our prefent ftate we are furrounded by 
thofe dangerous enemies of our foul, temp- 
tations. However important may be the 
advantages which we have obtained, and 
however firm may be our confidence in fu- 
ture viftories, through the grace of God, 
yet we muft ftill fuftain the combat \ we are 
cxpofed to furprife, and frequently, alas! we 
yield to it. We muft live in a ftate of con- 
tinual watchfiilnefs, left, in an unguarded 
moment, we fhould be led aftray from the 
path of duty j " for our adverfary the 
" devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
" feeking whom he may devour."* How 
delightful then will be that tranquillity and 
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peace, which we fhall enjoy, when fuch {hall 
be our happy fituation, fuch our fpiritual 
ftrength, that, inftead of temptations to 
guard againft, we (hall find, in every objeft 
around us, fomething to afford an agree- 
able exercife to our virtue. 

From all which fhall have befallen us in 
this world, and above all, from the happi- 
nefs we fhall experience at our entrance into 
the next, we may deduce prophetic confe- 
quences, which will be a tranfporting anti- 
cipation of thofe degrees of glory and feli- 
city, which we fhall not at firft poffefs. I 
am in the harbour of falvation, fafe from a 
thoufand dangers from which I have juft 
efcaped: they exifl no longer, except in my 
remembrance, Thefe dangers^ formerly fo 
terrible, " now only form a ftrong contraft, 
which makes me feel more fenfibly my pre* 

fent 
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fent fecurity. Tranquil and happy in the 
midft of my friends, I look forward only to 
pleafures, pure, infinitely varied, and eternal. 
We can conceive but very imperfe&ly the 
delights of fuch a fituation; yet there are 
circumftances in this world, which may per- 
haps convey to the mind a faint idea of it. 
For example, you efcape miraculoufly from 
alhipwreck; you land amidft the embraces 
of beloved friends, from whom you had 
been feparated for many years, and whom 
you had fcarcely hoped to meet again ; you 
hear the fea ftill roaring behind you, but in 
vain; you find yourfelf in a peaceful and 
charming afylum, amidft the fweeteft trant 
ports of the tendereft affeftion. " Such a 
" deliverance," fays the elegant and amiable 
Dr. Beattie, "will every good man meet 
** with at laft, when he is taken away from 

" the 
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" the evils of life, and awakes in the re* 
" gions of everlafting peace; looking back 
" on the world and its troubles with a fur- 
" prife and fatisfa&ion, fimilar in kind, tho* 
" far higher in degree, to that which we 
" now feel, when we awake from a terrify- 
<c ing dream, and open our eyes upon the 
" fweet ferenity of a fummer morning." 

All will be joy and exultation. The bit* 
ter dreams which mingle with the fweets of 
this life, will then be totally dried up. No 
more remorfe, no more fhame or anxiety, 
fhall there interrupt our felicity: (allow mc 
to ufe fome repetition and recapitulation, 
for we return with pleafure to fuch objefts, 
and love to dwell upon them:) from review- 
ing, in the records of the paft, the depths of 
the wifdom and mercy of God, we {hall de- 
rive a thoufand inexpreifible pleafures. In 

reflecting 
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refle&ing on our paflage through mortality, 
that dangerous paflage, which, in fpite of fo 
many errors and wanderings, {hall at length, 
through the indulgence and afliftance of our 
heavenly Father, have condufted us to that 
happy abode j we ftiall find, not only in the 
beft aftions and moft favourable events of 
our lives, but in our misfortunes, our dan- 
gers, and even in our failings, fubje&s for 
admiration and joy. On the other fide, the 
immenfity of that futurity to which we fhall 
look forward, will be a boundlefs perfpec- 
tive, prefenting a progreflive fucceffion, a 
conftant and inexhauftible ftore of know- 
ledge and pleafure, of amiable fentiments, 
and generous defigns; which, uneclipfed, 
and uninterrupted, continually extend the 
amazing profpeft, and augment the magni- 
ficent fcene; afcending, through a ftate of 

gradual, 
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gradual, but conftant improvement, to the 
centre of all glory and felicity; the throne 
of the Moft High. 

Thefe profpe&s, fo flattering to ourfelves, 
will alfo include all the intelligent beings 
which furround us. Thofe beams of light 
and life, which proceed from the throne of 
the Lord, will have difperfed every cloud, 
and difpdled every fhadow of death. They 
will difFufe around a perfeft ferenity, an in- 
efFable and glorious joy. 

It is not fufficient to be happy ourfelves, 
or rather we cannot be happy alone : It is 
alfo neceffary that all thofe fhould be made 
happy, who are capable of becoming fo. 
What pleafure muft a generous foul derive 
from contemplating the Supreme Being, 
continually eftablifliing, without partiality, 
all the happinefs which is fuitable to every 

on?, 
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one, or of which every one is fufceptible. 
But of this noble pleafure we are entirely 
deftitute here below. None of our fellow- 
creatures are perfe&ly happy, and a great 
number of them are in a ftate of fuffering. 
This alone would be fufficient to render the 
happinefs of the prefent life imperfeft, even 
if it were a fituation in other refpefts the 
moft defirable. If, with the affurance of 
our own fafety, we cannot conneft that of 
the fafety of the friends whom we love, our 
tranquillity muft be very imperfeft. But in 
. heaven, our friends, (if they have not been 
totally unworthy of that name) our dearefl 
friends, will be with us, in perfeft fecurity, 
in the prefence of our benevolent God. 
The # power of pain and death over them, as 
well as over ourfelves, will have ceafed j and 
confequently all that dejeftion, and thofe 

variations 
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variations of temper, which corporeal d& 
orders fometimes occafion upon earth, will 
ceafe alfo ; and amongft beings fo wife, fo 
good, fo refined, both in body and foul, we 
{hall enjoy an intercourfe always undifturbed 
and always free. 

Happy in ourfelvqs and in our friends, 
we ihall alfo rejoice in the felicity of all 
around us. To feel fincerely and forcibly 
the happinefs of others, is in fome meafure 
to increafe our own, in proportion to the 
number of the bleffed. This will be more 
particularly confidered when I fpeak of our 
fentiments in regard to our fellow-creatures ; 
but it is principally to God, that all the 
various fentiments which I have mentioned 
muft be referred. He will be the , great 
objeft of our love, the ftrength of our con- 
fidence, and the fource of all our happinefs. 

Every 
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Every pleafure which we enjoy will con- 
tinually attract our attention to Him, by 
conftantly fetting before us his tender cares: 
it will be in Him that we fhall fee the glo- 
rious plan of univer&l felicity, which fhall 
increafe through all eternity: in a word, ac- 
cording to the admirable expreffion of St. 
Paul, he will be « all in all."* He will not 
only be the mod effential objeft of all our 
attachment, the inexhauftible treafure, as 
well as the original caufe, of our greateft 
pleafures; we fhall not only trace his hand 
continually, in every new effeft of his wif- 
dom and beneficence, but He himfelf will 
penetrate even to the inmoft receffes of our 
hearts. He has formed them, he fees them, 
and knows their moft.fecret fentiments. It 
is He who has put in motion all the fprings 
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of out felicity, and it will be in his prefence 
that we {hall find fulnefs of joy. Nothing is 
too vaft for his power, nothing too difficult 
for his wifdom, nothing too beneficent for 
his goodnefs. What a variety of delightful 
fentiments he will create in us, in manifeft- 
ing himfelf to us as he is ; and in giving 
room to our liberty, our underftandings, 
and our affe&ions, to exert themfelves ac- 
cording to our wifhes, and at the fame time 
in the purfuit of our greatefl good! 

He ihall be all in all! This great, this 
good God will fill our fouls with that joy 
which his adorable prefence will diffufe 
throughout the univerfe. All which is 
pleafing, all which is tranfporting, in admi- 
ration, in gratitude, in love, in confidence, 
in hope; in the anticipated accompliihment 
of the generous wifhes formed by a noble 

heart, 
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heart, glowing with fraternal affe&ion; in 
the profpeft of an infinite variety of bleffings, 
at which we fhall fooner or later arrive, all 
adapted to contribute in fome meafure to 
our happinefs; and finally in the profpeft of 
an eternal augmentation of excellence and 
felicity; — all this we fhall poffefs and enjoy 
without allay, and with a warmth and energy 
of fentiment, which we neither feel, nor can 
feel, here below; for the Lord himfelf, 
from whom proceedeth "every good and 
u every perfeft gift,"* will be " the portion 
" of our inheritance"* to all eternity. 

» James i. 17. • Pfe. xvi. 5. 
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PART III. 



JL Shall now make a few obfervations on 
thofe fentiments which will arife from our 
connexion with our fellow-creatures, and 
with the other inhabitants of the manfions 
of immortality. 

We are fo formed for fociety, that we 
cannot imagine happinefs without it. The 
idea of an abode where it would be impof- 

fible for us to meet with any of our fellow- 

# 

creatures, 
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creatures, a defert ifland for inftance, upon 
which we might be caft by a Ihipwreck, has 
fomething in it melancholy and dreadful. 
In vain fhould that ifland be reprefented as 
the garden of Eden; this would have no 
influence upon us. But let us fuppofe that 
a fecond Ihipwreck fhould caft on the fame 
coaft two or three perfons, poffefled of ta- 
lents and merit to deferve our efteem; this 
idea immediately diffufes over our heart con- 
folation and joy. This pleafure does not 
arife from refle&ing on the afliftance which 
we may derive from each other, in pro- 
oaring the neceflaries of life. Though na- 
ture herfelf ihould have formed for us a 
commodious and agreeable habitation, tho* 
our food Ihould fpring up fpoutaneoufly, 
though the ufefal animals (hould come to 
us of their own accord, or fuffer themfelves 

to 
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to betaken and tamed without difficulty; all 
this could not compenfate for the abfence i 
every being upon whom we could fix that 
fbcial afFeftion by which our hearts are ani- 
mated. All which might give us pleafure, 
if we were not alone, would in folitude be- 
come infipid and wearifome. 

" In Solitude 
" What happinefs? Who can enjoy alone, 
" Or all enjoying, what contentment find?" b 

It is not therefore becaufe we could not 
fubfift, or not without painful and continual 
exertions, that we love our fellow-creatures; 
but becaufe we are formed to love them; 
becaufe our fentiments towards them, and 
theirs towards us, are the principal fources, 
the great fprings of our felicity. It is true 
that the caprices and vices of thofe with 
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whom we are conne&ed, frequently fuf- 
pend*, impede, and reftrain, our natural affec- 
tions j and fometimes change into averfion 
our ftrongeft propenfity towards friendlhip. 
Then thefe affeftions refemble affrighted 
birds; after a long and wavering flight, if 
they reft any where at laft, it is without 
confidence, and every moment prepared to 
fly off again. This fufpicious difpofition is 
frequently very exceflive; and it is generally 
owing in a great meafure to ourfelves. 

In judging of the aftions of- others, and 
efpecially of fuch aftions as are evidently 
doubtful, we are too apt to fuffer ourfelves 
to be biaffed by prejudice. Thus an under- 
ftanding, on other occafions juft and pene- 
trating, may be deceived j and this error is 
the more fatal, as it is certainly unjuft and 
cruel, A man endued with excellent moral 

faculties, 
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faculties, which he has affiduoufly cultivated* 
perceives inftantaneoufly in every aftion what 
motives would on fuch an occafion infallibly 
have influenced himfelf. * He difcovers fome 
juft caufes for fufpicion, but his impartial 
mind is in a ftate to decide, according to the 
drifted rules of equity, whether the faft 
may be confidered in the moft advantageous 
light, or whether there be a ftrong founda- 
tion for doubt; and he concludes with humi- 
lity, that at the word it may be one of thofe 
aftions in which fome evil is blended with 
the good. But thofe obfervers, who yield 
imperceptibly to a fecret jealoufy, or who 
prefer the reputation of penetration to that 
of charity, have not recourfe to laudable 
motives, if they can without them explain 
the myftery with an air of plaufibility, or 
with the hope of pleafing the multitude: 

they 
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they confidently affert that fuch motives had 
no part in the aftion; and applauding them* 
felves for fuch an ingenious difcovery, they 
raife it as a trophy to their pride; for pride 
generally gives rife to that falfe policy, which 
makes us judge fo rigoroufly of the aftions 
of others. If fuch be the weaknefs of human 
nature, that we muft one way or other de- 
viate from the point of perfe&ion, it is in* 
finitely more for our own comfort, and for 
that of all around us, that we Chould err 
on the fide of affeftion and benevolence. 
It is better to be expofed to the danger of 
deception, than to torment ourfelves with 
fubjefts of fufpicion, perhaps entirely ima- 
ginary. 

Again: frequently pofTeffed by fome paf- 
fion which prevents us from cultivating dili- 
gently thefe fweet affeftions, we fuffer them 

to 
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to be enfeebled, 'till we render ourfelves 
almoft infenfible to them; our felf-love be- 
comes confined; it can no longer cherifh 
even thofe fentiments which were the moft 
calculated to gratify it. By thus negle&ing, 
and leaving unexercifed, our focial and ge- 
nerous difpofitions, we accuftom ourfelves 
by degrees to confider our fellow-creatures 
as fo many inftruments from which we may 
derive fome advantage in the affairs of life; 
but we lofe the idea of the pleafure which 
arifes from the exercife of benevolent affec- 
tions. Still more; we fuffer to perifh in out 
fouls the fublime fatisfaftion of defiring the 
happinefs of others, without any interefted 
view to our own: then we regard with in- 
difference thofe who cannot render us any 
fervice, or contribute in any manner to our 
amufement. Confined within a narrow 

« 

fphere, 
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Iphere, we do not extend our focial affec- 
tions beyond a finall number of friends: 
perhaps there may be fome who, ftriftly 
fpeaking, cannot be faid to love any one of 
their fellow-creatures. 

But even thofe who, partly through the 
faults of others, and partly through their 
own, are thus almoft contrafted within them- 
felves, would, with the moft pleafing fur- 
pi ife, feel themfelves animated by fentiments 
of affe&ion towards all around them, could 
they be allured that they were all eftimable 
and amiable, and infpired with a fincere and 
tender regard for them. 

This will be our cafe in heaven. We 
(hall be fecure of meeting, in each of the 
bleffed, with every difpofition, every affec- 
tion, every fentiment, which we would wifh 
to find in them. 

Wc 
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We all have a natural defire to be efteem- 
ed and beloved. The faft is inconteftible. 
This is an admirable motive t<3 induce us to 
exert all our faculties in the mod advan- 
tageous manner; to unite ourfelves to each 
other by the tendereft friendfhip; to per- 
form the nobleft a&ions. The wifdom and 
goodnefs of God are difplayed in this dif- 
pofition of our hearts. In this world, the 
various imperfeftions of human nature, both 
in ourfelves and others, often prevent us 
from gratifying that noble defire. But the 
worft of men cannpt entirely diveft them- 
felves of regard for the approbation of their 
fellow-creatures. That affe&ion and efteem 
which by means of certain qualities and 
a&ions we may have loft with fome, we en- 
deavour to regain with others by different 
qualities and an altered conduit j but the 
fuccefs is always uncertain. 
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It will not be thus in heaven. All its in- 
habitants, being really eftimable and ami- 
able, will be conftantly efteemed and beloved. 
We fhall no longer be deceived, with re- 
gard either to the proper objefts of efteem 
and friendfliip, or the proper means of in- 
fpiring them with the fame fentiments to- 
wards ourfelves. 

Endued with the moft excellent faculties, 
far more fufceptible than we now are of 
moral pleafures ; zealous imitators of God, 
whom we {hall then fee continually " fece 
" to face:" we (hall love all thofe innumer- 
able beings who will eternally furround his 
throne, with a warmth, a delicacy, and a 
conftancy, which we can but imperfeftly 
conceive in this world. God loves us bet- 
ter, infinitely better, than the moft tender 
father loves his only fon. His affeftion for 

us 
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us will animate our fraternal love : confider- 
ing all our fellow-creatures as his children, 
we fhall feel for them that peculiar regard 
with which we are naturally infpired for 
every objeft, confidered by thofe who are 
dear to us as worthy of theirs. We fhall 
love every intelligent being, for God, and 
in God. Every circumflance alfo will 
concur to promote our union and mutual 
affe&ion. 

Here it is quite otherwise; we frequently 
meet with jarring interefts, mifunderftand- 
ings, obfcurities, and difficulties, in our 
affairs and claims, difcuffions on property, 
oppreffive cufloms, tyrannical prejudices, 
and falfe notions; from whence arife fears, 
fufpicionS, and difputes. Add to thefe, the 
danger we incur of making an improper 
choice ; and the difficulty of infpiring others 

with 
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with perfeft confidence. There are alfo 
jealoufies and wars between entire nations ; 
the difadvantageous opinions, the enmities, 
which a trifle fuddenly produces, are fo- 
mented and increafed .through fucceeding 
ages; in a word, innumerable events, both 
public and private, deftroy mutual affeftion, 
or render it feeble, partial, and limited. 

However well difpofed we may be, it is 
not poffible for this fentiment to influence 
our hearts in its full force and extent. 
Either from a deficiency of deferving ob- 
jefts, or from various other accidental caufes, 
it feldom happens, in the courfe of a long 
life, that we acquire more than two or three 
friends towards whom we can indulge it 
without conftraint or diminution; fome de- 
feft, fome trifling circumftance, reftrains or 
interrupts it; and even in the happieft friend- 

« 

{hips, 
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fhips, the impoflibility of continually enjoy- 
ing the fociety of all the objefts of our 
affe&ion, the neceffity of feparating from 
fome in order to affociate with others, ren- 
der our tendereft connexions in this world 
fources of pain as well as of pleafure. 

In the mutual fervices which we render 
to each other, there are generally feveral 
imperfe&ions: perhaps we defer them too 
long; we do not extend them to the utmoft; 
in conferring a favour we may fail to ob- 
ferve a proper delicacy, and give pain to the 
perfon obliged by our manner of bellowing 
a benefit j when we have been great bene- 
factors, we are apt almoft infenfibly to affumc 
an authority, which thofe who are the ob- 
jefts of our kindnefs feel, without venturing 
to complain of it. On the other fide, thofe 
who have received obligations, though really 

equitable, 
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equitable, and fincerely difpofed to gratitude, 
are often deceived with regard to the true 
value of the favours beftowed: various fuf- 
picions refpe&ing the motive of the be- 
nefit, fome trifling error in the manner of 
conferring it, fome inattention to thatfubtile 
effence* which conftitutes xhe gracious- m word 
or aft ion; or, finally, that afcendancy which 
the benefaftor gains, and of which he fome- 
times makes an improper ufe:— all thefe 
difturb and weaken gratitude, difcourage and 
abate affe&ion. 

How uncommon is perfeft mutual affec- 
tion here below! Befides various fubjetts 
for reciprocal diflruft, what a trifle difquiets 
us! And thofe almoft imperceptible defefts, 
which occafion flight mortifications, few 
'■ " ' *— ■- — ! — - — '■ — ' ' — ^ 

c See Mift H. Mo&e's charming poem on Senfibility. 

people 
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people are fufficiently unprejudiced to dif- 
cover clearly^in themfelves, or to bear with 
meeknefs and thankfulnefs to be told of 
them by others; and how few are there 
who ever eradicate them entirely! 

In converfation, and in our focial recrea* 
tions, many little difficulties arife, which 
greatly diminifh the pleafure they might 
afford. Such are, the conftraint often im*- 
pofed upon us; our uncertainty of what at- 
tentions, or what fubjefts of difcourfe, would 
be the moft acceptable; the referve, the in- 
difference, the ignorance of fome; the ex- 
ceffive vivacity and arrogance of others; 
amufements ill chofen, in which we negleft 
and offend fome perfon, becaufe a feparate 
intereft interpofqs; a failure in refpeft; 
marked preferences, which render fome in- 
different, and raife jealoufy and indigna- 

h tion j 
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tion in the hearts of others; frequently an 
impolite eagernefs, which leads feveral per- 
fons to fpeak at the fame time, to interrupt 
each other, or to fuflfer no one to be heard 
but themfelves. By thefe means the mod 
interefting converfations degenerate into 
broken fentences, without order, and with- 
out confiftency; or change into tedious fo- 
liloquies, which reduce a man of tafte to 
folitary meditation in the midft of a large 
company; as few people have attained to 
that perfeft politenefs which can give a long 
and uninterrupted attention to that which is 
difagreeable or uninterefting, notwithftand- 
ing it is fo neceflary to the real comfort of 
life: all this creates difguft, reftleffnefs, im- 
patience, and a defire to Ije elfewhere. 

*' Thefe, and a thoufand griefs minute as thefe, 
€t Corrode our comfort, and deftroy our eafe. ,,ld 

d Poem on Senfibility. \i 
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It would be an endlefs talk to enumerate 
the various unpleafant circumftances which 
intrude themfelves into fociety, even amongft 
thbfe who have always the inclination to 
render it agreeable, and .talents to enable 
them to do fo. 

That all thefe inconveniencies will be ex r 
eluded from heaven, we fhall be convinced, 
when we confider the difference of our fa* 
culties, fentiments, and fituatioh there. An 
unbounded confidence, united hearts, fouls 
open to each other, celeftial benevolence; 
a fpvereign contempt for thofe vain diftinc- 
tions which flatter our confined imaginations 
here below; a pure and ardent affefiion, and 
in confequence of that, an unwearied en- 
deavour to promote the happinefs of our 
fellow-creatures, by gratifying to the utmoft 
of our power their inclinations and taftes; 

■ ■ *- inclinations 
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tion in the hearts of others; frequently an 
unpolite eagernefs, which leads feveral per- 
fons to fpeak at the fame time, to interrupt 
each other, or to fuffer no one to be heard 
but themfelvesr By thefe means the moll 
interefting converfations degenerate into 
broken fentences, without order, and with- 
out confiftency; or change into tedious fo- 
liloquies, which reduce a man of tafte to 
folitary meditation in the midft of a large 
company; as few people have attained to 
that perfeft politenefs which can give a long 
and uninterrupted attention to that which is 
difagreeable or uninterefting, notwithftand- 
ing it is fo neceflary to the real comfort of 
life: all this creates difguft, reftleffnefs, im- 
patience, and a defire to Ije elfewhere. 

" Thefe, and a thoufand griefs minute as thefe, 
** Corrode our comfort, and deftroy our cafe."* 
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It would be an endlefs talk to enumerate 
the various unpleafant circumftances which 
intrude themfelves into fociety, even amongft 
thbfe who have always the inclination to 
render it agreeable, and stents to enable 
them to do fo. 

That all thefe inconveniencies will be ex* 
eluded from heaven, we fliall be convinced, 
when we confider the difference of our fa- 
culties, fentiments, and fituatioh there. An 
unbounded confidence, united hearts, fouls 
open to each other, celeftial benevolence; 
a fovereign contempt for thofe vain diftinc- 
tions which flatter our confined imaginations 
here below; a pure and ardent affefiion, and 
in confequence of that, an unwearied en- 
deavour to promote the happinefs of our 
fellow-creatures, by gratifying to the utmoft 
of our power their inclinations and taftes; 

inclinations 
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with perfeft confidence. There arc alfo 
jealoufies and wars between entire nations ; 
the difadvantageous opinions, the enmities, 
which a trifle fuddenly produces, are fo- 
mented and increafed .through fucceeding 
ages; in a word, innumerable events, both 
public and private, deftroy mutual affeftion, 
or render it feeble, partial, and limited. 

However well difpofed we may be, it is 
not poflible for this fentiment to influence 
our hearts in its full force and extent. 
Either from a deficiency of deferving ob- 
jefts, or from various other accidental caufes, 
it feldom happens, in the courfe of a long 
life, that we acquire more than two or three 
friends towards whom we can indulge it 
without conftraint or diminution; fome de- 
feat, fome trifling circumftance, reftrains or 
interrupts it; and even in the happiefl friend- 

« 

(hips, 
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(hips, the impoflibility of continually enjoy- 
ing the fociety of all the objefts of our 
afleftion, the neceffity of feparating from 
fome in order to affociate with others, ren- 
der our tendereft connexions in this world 
fources of pain as well as of pleafure. 

In the mutual fervices which we render 
to each other, there are generally feveral 
imperfections: perhaps we defer them too 
long; we do not extend them to the utmoft; 
in conferring a favour we may fail to ob- 
ferve a proper delicacy, and give pain to the 
perfon obliged by our manner of bellowing 
a benefit; when we have been great bene- 
factors, we are apt almoft infenfibly to affume 
an authority, which thofe who are the ob- 
je&s of our kindnefs feel, without venturing 
to complain of it, On the other fide, thofe 
who have received obligations, though really 

equitable, 
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tion in the hearts of others; frequently an 
impolite eagernefs, which leads feveral per- 
fons to fpeak at the fame time, to interrupt 
each other, or to fuffer no one to be heard 
but themfelves. By thefe means the mofl 
interefting converfations degenerate into 
broken fentences, without order, and with- 
out confiftency; or change into tedious fo- 
liloquies, which reduce a man of tafte to 
folitary meditation in the midft of a large 
company; as few people have attained to 
that perfeft politenefs which can give a long 
and uninterrupted attention to that which is 
difagreeable or uninterefting, notwithftand- 
ing it is fo neceffary to the real comfort of 
life: all this creates difguft, reftleffnefs, im- 
patience, and a defire to Ije elfewhere. 

*' Thefe, and a thoafand griefs minute as thefe, 
« Corrode our comfort, and deftroy our cafe."* 



* Poem on Senfibility. J^ 
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It would be an endlefs tafk to enumerate 
the various unpleafant circumftances which 
intrude themfelves into fociety, even amongft 
thofe who have always the inclination to 
render it agreeable, , and talents to enable 
them to do fo. 

That all thefe inconveniencies will be ex- 
eluded from heaven, we fhall be convinced, 
when we confider the difference of our fa- 
culties, fentiments, and fituatioh there. An 
unbounded confidence, united hearts, fouls 
open to each other, celeftial benevolence; 
a fpvereign contempt for thofe vain diftinc- 
tions which flatter our confined imaginations 
here below; a pure and ardent affeftion, and 
in confequence of that, an unwearied en- 
deavour to promote the happinefs of our 
fellow-creatures, by gratifying to the utmoft 
of our power their inclinations and taftes; 

.. inclinations 
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with pious refignation to the will of her 
heavenly Father j while fhe meditates with 
rapture on that period, when her foul, dif- 
engaged from the fetters of mortality, fhall 
afcend to the throne of God, and be wel- 
comed to thofe blifsful regions by a glorious 
angel, once the innocent caufe of her tears, 
but thenceforth the fweet companion and 
joyful promoter of her eternal felicity! 

How often is a fon deprived of an affec- 
tionate and virtuous father, at that early 
period of life, when, affailed by tempta- 
tions, and deceived by falfe appearances, a 
prudent guardian is moft requifite to guide 
his fteps in fafety through furrounding. dan- 
gers. What muft be the tranfport of fuch 
a father, when he fhall meet his fon enter- 
ing into the regions of celeflial peace, to 
receive the reward of a virtuous and holy 

life; 
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life; and (hall hear him acknowledge the 
advantages he had received from thofe prin- 
ciples of piety, and thofe examples of vir- 
tue, by which his paternal care had eftab- 
liflied his heart in the right way, during the 
years of childhood; which had influenced 
his cond.uft to the laft moment of • his mor- 
tal exiftence, had pointed out to him the 
path of life ', and taught him to pafs with re- 
ligious courage through the valley of the 
.fhadow of death! 

What muft be the feelings of the pious 
paftor, when he ftiall meet thofe happy fpi- 
rits over whom he had watched in this life 
with parental care and tendernefs ; to whom 
he had difplayed, in their moft attractive 
colours, the facred doftrines of the gofpel: 
the timid, whom he had infpired with con- 
fidence; the dicontented, whom he had 

armed 
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armed with patience; the defpairing, whom 
he had foothed with hope; the ignorant, 
whom he had bleft with inftruftion; the 
carelefs, whom he had awakened to wateh- 
fulnefs ; the proud, whom he had converted 
to humility. How will he rejoice to behold 
their felicity, and to hear them acknowledge 
their gratitude to him, while with religious 
joy he {hall behold in himfelf the accom- 
plifhment of that promife of fcripture, " they 
" that turn many to righteoufnefs, (hall 
" fhine as the ftars for ever and ever. ,,f 

Thofe whofe precepts and example {hall 
have extended beyond the fliort duration of 
their own life, and the narrow fphere in 
which they moved upon earth; whofe wri- 
tings (hall have defended the truths of re- 
ligion againft the attacks of felfe philofophy, 

• ' ■ SS5SSS5SS =====» 

f Dan. xii. 3. j^J 
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and afferted the caufe of pure morality in 
defiance of licentious fophiftry; will offer 
continual praifes to the Lord who giveth wif- 
dom, who enabled them to employ their 
talents to his glory; and whilft in heaven 
they rejoice in the effe&s of their labours, 
with thofe glorified fpirits who had derived 
inftruftion from them upon earth, they will 
find confirmed this facred truth, that " the 
fear of thrLord is the beginning of wif- 
dom, and the praife of it endureth for 
" ever."' 

Perhaps fome difference of opinion, fome 
unfortunate mifunderftanding, had feparated 
on earth thofe who once were tenderly at- 
tached to each other; circumftances, which 
could not be explained, had weakened 

efteem, and interrupted friendfhip; but 

>— —^— — — — —— —— ———————— ■—■— 1 
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when all the mifts of error {hall vanHh be- 
fore the light of truth, and the man whofe 
conduft had been unjuftly blamed in this 
world, fliall be acknowledged by his gra- 
cious Mafter as his good and faithful feruant, 
with what rapture will that friendfhip be re- 
newed, which no doubts, no fufpicion, can 
ever more difturb: while thofe whofe ten- 
der attachment, founded on mutual efteem, 
and confirmed by continual proofs of reci- 
procal afFe&ion, had remained unfliaken, 
even by that ftroke of death which feparated 
them for a time, will, when they (hall meet 
in the heavenly manfions, look forward to 
the everlafting enjoyment of thofe blefEngs 
which flow from the indulgence of the fo- 
cial affe&ions, and above all, from virtuous 
friendftiip. They will fear no interruption 
to their felicity; for time, and all its atten- 
dant 
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dant cares and forrows, will be fwallowed 
up in eternity, and perfeft happinefs will be 
their everlafting inheritance: 

« That holy calm, that harmony of mind, 

" Where purity" and peace immingle charms." 11 

Such an union fuppofes an affemblage on 
both fides of every virtue; a fervent piety 
and ftedfaft probity, an extent, a delicacy 
of benevolence, and of fecial affe&ions, 
which, without being able abfolutely to con- 
quer defefts and weakneffes, induce us mu- 
tually to endure and pardon them. The 
general effe&s of thefe difpofitions and fen- 
timentswill continue forever; and why not 
then this particular intimacy? Will not a 
connexion, founded on the fame bafis as our 
eternal felicity, endure like that for ever 
and ever? This pleafing hope conftitutes 



*' 
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here below the moft foothing, the moft folid 
confolatibn of thofe friends who are fepa- 
rated by death: it prevents this terrible 
enemy of all thofe who live without hope, 
and without God in the world, from de- 
priving us, by the very idea of his ap- 
proach, of the tranfporting pleafures of 
friendfliip. We may believe that this fweet 
hope will not deceive us ; but that, like all 
the others which are founded upon the 
goodnefs of God, and upon what is moft 
laudable in ourfelves, and moft worthy of 
his approbation, it will never be deftroyed, 
until that which is perfefl being come, that 
which is in part Jhall he done away, and 

" Faith be loft in fight, and hope in joy ! ,,J 

The inequality of rank which we have 
reafon to believe will be eftablifhed amongft 

1 Mils H. Moke's Sacred Dranut. the 
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the glorified fpirits, will not create envy or 
jealoufy in our purified fouls. k Thefe odious 
paflions arife only from a conflift of real or 
of imaginary interefts, and from the abufc 
of a noble ambition, which is infeparable 
from an intelligent being. But a conflift of 
real interefts will have no place in heaven; 
and imaginary oppofition will, without doubt, 
be equally excluded from thence, for it -pro- 
ceeds only from our errors. With regard 
to that ambition which is natural to us, that 
conftant defire to exalt and improve our- 
felves, we ought to cherifh and encourage 
it;* but when we direft that improperly, 



k It appears from feveral texts of fcripture, that a dif- 
ference of rank prevails amongft the angels. See Rom. 
viii. 38. Ephef. i. 21 • Col. i. 36. And the fame differ- 
ence between the bleffed in heaven feems to be alluded to 
by our Saviour, Matth. xi. 114 xxv. 21,23. Alfo, Luke 
xix. 17, 19. 

I , which 
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which is in itfelf fo worthy of us, when wc 
fuffer ourfelves to be governed by an ex- 
travagant and impetuous imagination, we 
perfuade ourfelves that the exaltation of 
another debafes us, that his fuperior feli- 
city diminifties our own j and, judging only 
by a foolifh comparifon, we imagine that 
to prevent others from equalling or excelling 
us, is to advance ourfelves, and that our 
happinefs will be augmented, in proportion 
as theirs is diminiflied. Thefe falfe and 
cruel ideas will not enter into the abode of 
the bleffed, all will be rectified there, and 
the nobleft fentiments will prevail in their 
utmoft purity and luftre. 

If envy were not totally eradicated from 
our minds, an equality of rank amongft the 

inhabitants of heaven would not prevent it 

» 

from exerting its baneful influence: even if 

we 
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we were exalted far above all created be- 
ings, yet then the Creator himfelf would 
become the objeft of our envy, which, re- 
gardlefs of the height to which we had 
already attained, would ftill afpire to be 
fupreme. 

" Yet all his good prov'd ill in me, 

" And wrought but malice; lifted up fo high 

" I 'sdain'd fubjeftion, and thought one ftep higher 

«' Would fet me higheft." 1 

If in heaven we fliould be fubjeft to 
envy, our felicity there would be infinitely 
more precarious, and frequently more im- 
perfeft, than that which we enjoy upon 
earth. The difference of degrees of dignity 
or pleafure here cannot be compared with 
that which wefhallmeet with there; or, in 
other words, the objefts which we here re- 
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garded as objefts of envy, will then be far 
more numerous and confiderable. 

There is generally in this world a balance 
of good and evil, which reduces our feve- 
ral lots almoft to an equality. In heaven, 
on the contrary, there will probably be de- 
grees of rank infinitely varied. It is true 
that there will not be any real evils j but 
an envious man would create as many ima- 
ginary ills as he ftiould find beings fuperior 
to himfelf, and imaginary evils produce real 
mifery; fince then envy would neceffarily 
be productive of unhappinefs, it muft be 
excluded from thofe peaceable realms, where 
God has fixed the throne of his glory, 
and where concord and mutual afFeftion will 
be amongft the principal fources and fup- 
ports of the univerfal felicity. And there- 
fore that odious paffion, as well as jealoufy, 

covetoufhefs, 
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covetoufnefs, and all which are conne&ed 
with it, are fo exprefsly, fo ftrongly, and 
fo frequently pointed out in the fcriptures, 
as incompatible with that purity of heart 
which (hall make us heirs of the kingdom 
of heaven. 

In the prefence of God, and amidft the 
angels and glorified faints, every one en- 
tirely free from thefe hateful fentiments, 
will be content with his lot; every one will 
rejoice in the fupefior felicity of others. 
It belongs only to the heavenly virtues of 
humility and charity, to difFufe over our 
hearts, through all eternity, this admirable 
fource of tranquillity and joy: we can form 
but a very imperfeft idea of that treafure 
of happinefs, that amazing variety of plea- 
fures, with which this alone will enrich the 
manfions of immortality. One of my fellow- 
creatures 
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creatures makes a difcovery which delights 
himj I alfo enjoy it with him. Another, 
fuperjor to us both, communicates to me 
fome new augmentation of his grandeur and 
felicity; I participate in it in the fame man- 
ner: thus I in fome meafure appropriate to 
myfelf all the happinefs of heaven. 

In this world, either becaufe our generous 
fentiments are far inferior to thofe which 
we {hall then poffefs, becaufe the felicity of 
others as well as our own is too much 
blended with forrow to claim great congra- 
tulations, or that being too much occupied 
with our own affairs, and our own troubles, 
we can only receive flightly and tranfiently 
the agreeable impreffions of an affeftionate 
fympathy; — thofe pleafures which we de- 
rive merely from our knowledge of the 
pleafures of others, are feldom very lively 

or 
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or very numerous. But thefe obftacles 
will ceafe in heaven: our hearts, purified 
and tranquil, having no other occupation 
than to indulge agreeable fentiments, will 
yield to them without refer ve, and each of 
us (hail enjoy the happinefs of all the reft. 

In this world there are few to whom we 
wifhto difplay all the emotions of joy which 
we experience. Frequently we fear that 
our friends might find the fubjeft frivolous, 
and enter into it with a degree of coldnefs 
and indifference which would give us pain; 
and if the perfon to whom we wHh to open 
our whole foul, is much lefs happy than 
ourfelves, we can fcarcely avoid fearing, 
left, if he fhould compare our lot with his 
own, he might feel a fecret mortification 
from the comparifon. We may fufpeft that 
he is capable of fome emotions of envy,- 

becaufc 
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becaufe we feel a confcioufnefs that we are 
fo ourfelves. But fuch doubts can have no 
place in heaven. After what I have faid, 
to enlarge upon each particular would be* 
only repetition. 

The people of China and Japan imagine 
that it is impoflible for us to be perfe&ly 
happy, whilft we fee others excel us in ta- 
lents, and furpafs us in felicity. To recon- 
cile this idea with the happinefs of heaven, 
they fuppofe that, by an agreeable illufion, 
every one will there perfuade himfelf that 
he is more favoured and more happy than 
the reft. 

This proceeds from an ignorance, or at 

leaft a very imperfeft knowledge, of the 

wonderful effefts which are produced by 

thofe two excellent virtues, which fhine 

forth with fuch luftre in the gofpel, — hu- 
mility 



THE LIFE TO COME. 1 29 

mility and charity. Into what abfurd mif- 
takes do they fall refpefting true happinefs, 
when they attribute it to illufion and de- 
ceit! And what fhould we gain by this ridi- 
culous ftratagem? We fliould deftroy one 
of the mod abundant fources of our celeftial 

pleafure. 

God has given me a being, he has given 
me a foul ; he offers me a felicity which is 
fufficient to gratify it entirely. Shall I 
counteraft this felicity? Shall I mingle bit- 
ternefs with it, becaufe I know that there 
are fpirits fufceptible of more extenfive hap- 
pinefs} Far from complaining * of this, I 
admire his goodnefs the more; I give him 
thanks with the greateft fincerity for the 
bleffings which he has beftowed on others j 
this gratitude conftitutes a part of the very 
fmall return which it is in my power to 

make 
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make to him, for thofe he has beftowed on 
me. My thankfiilnefs towards him, my be- 
nevolence and tender affeftion towards all 
the reft of the bleffed, who love me per- 
haps even to a greater degree than I love 
them, are effential parts of my happinefs. 
Shall I envy their glory or felicity, becaufe 
it is fuperior to my own? Ah, rather, how 
fliould I rejoice ta be able to exalt them 
flill higher! But I do enjoy this divine 
pleafure; my fentiments augment their hap- 
pinefs. I exercife their fublimeft faculties; 
that which inclines my heart towards them, 
animates and increafes their affe&ion for 
me; they exert their talents to pleafe me; 
I afford them the delightful employment 
of endeavouring to become ufeful to me. 
Thus they are indebted to me for a part 

of that joy which arifes from being perfeft 

in 
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in love 9 as I am indebted to them for the 
gratitude and affe&ion with which they in- 
fpire me. 

This is affuredly the light in which we 
fhall confider thefe things in heaven, and 
fuch the fentiments which will prevail there. 

Then there will be no neceflity for a con- 
currence of circumftances to form this de- 
lightful union of hearts: at the firfl meet- 
ing, at' the firft fight of an inhabitant of 
heaven, we fhall feel a mutual attachment, 
and fhall be one heart and one fpirit. 
. In the immenfe regions ' of immortality my 
curiofity leads me to feek thofe who are un-. 
known to me; friends whom I have never 
feen. I arrive amongft them; immediately 
all prefs around me, and every one endea- 
vours to the utmoft of his power to procure 
me pleafure. My fatisfa&ion animates their 

zeal ; 
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zeal} and their generous and tender joy is 
the moft delightful fource of mine, I meet 
every where with innumerable multitudes, 
but never with an enemy. All thofe who 
fee me, immediately wilh to add to my hap- 
pinefs ; it is their firft idea, their prevailing 
inclination, their predominant paffion. They 
know that my heart is infpired with the fame 
fentiments towards them; we give recipro- 
cal affurances of afFeftionate attachment, and 
enjoy the delightful pleafures of virtuous 
friendfliip. 

This fweet fentiment will be continually 
augmenting; and what warmth, what deli- 
cacy, what wife and benevolent attentions, 
will be difplayed to increafe our mutual love, 
and to vary our mutual pleafures ! One of 
the occupations to which we fhall apply 
with the greateft ardour, will be to difco- 

ver, 
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ver, and turn to advantage, every thing 
which can promote and extend the happi- 
nefs of others. 

In the prefent ftate of things it is not 
poflible to conceive the degree of tranquil- 
lity, content, and pleafure, which will ac- 
company that univerfal and reciprocal affec- 
tion; efpecially if we fuppofe it infinitely 
more animated, as well as more pure, than 
it could be in this world, even if all man- 
kind were perfe&ly virtuous; and we muft 
imagine that it will be To, in confequence 
of the great fuperiority of our celeftial dif- 
pofitions, of the additional motives which 
we fhall then have, and of the many fa- 
vourable circumftances which we fhall there 
meet with. 

If any one fhould doubt whether thefe 
admirable fentiments of fraternal love will 

prevail 
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prevail in heaven, and defire a confirmation 
of it from fcripture, he may be eafily fatis- 
fied. I fhall not infill upon the proofs 
\^hich reaibn alone affords. All which I 
have faid of our focial difpofitions, of our na- 
tural affeftions, and of the principal fources 
of our pleafures, offer thefe proofs at firft 
fight to every attentive perfon; but let us 
confider what light revelation affords to 
confirm our conje&ures on this interefting 
fubjeft. 

" After this I beheld, and lo! a great 
" multitude, which no man could number, 
" of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
" and tongues, flood before the throne and 
" before the Lamb, clothed with white 
" robes, and palms in their hands. They 
" are before the throne of God, and ferve 
" him day and night in his temple; and he 

" that 
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" that fitteth on the throne fhall dwell 
" among them." m " Ye are come unto 
" mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerufalem; and 
to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general affembly and church of the 
" firft-born which are written in heaven, 
" and to God the judge of all, and to the 
" fpirits of juft men made perfeft, and to 
" Jefus the mediator of the new covenant."* 
If it be alleged that thefe paffages do 
not abfolutely exprefs the mutual affe&ion 
of the bleffed, yet they certainly imply it; 
and even without admitting thefe as proofs, 
we fhall ftill find as maiiy as are neceffary. 
St. Paul, in the epiftle to the Ephefians, 
ftrongly expreffes this fpiritual union, by a 



m Rev. vii. 9. 15. » Hcb. xii. 32, 23, 34. 

metaphorical 
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metaphorical allufion to an edifice, firmly 
founded, and elegantly conftrufted. " Now 
" therefore ye are no more ftrangers and 
" foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
" faints, and of the houftiold of God; and 
are built upon the foundation of the 
apoftles and prophets, Jefus Chrifl him- 
felf being the chief corner ftone; in whom 
" all the building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into an holy temple in the Lord : 
in whom ye alfo are builded together 
" for an habitation of God, through the 
" fpirit." In the epiftle to the Coloflians, 
he fays, " Above all put on charity, which 
" is the bond of perfe&nefs. And let the 
cc peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
C( which alfo ye are called in one body. ,,p 

^ — ^ ^ — — 1— +m 

9 Ephef. ii. 13, aa. p Col. ill. 14, 15. 

St. 
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St. John fays, " He that loveth not, know- 
" eth not God, for God is love; and he 
" that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, 
" and God in him." q And St. Paul's ad- 
mirable defcription of that charity which 
" never faileth, ,,r comprehends all the fcn- 
timents which I have particularized. 

We may then conclude, that the focial 
pleafures which we (hall enjoy in heaven, 
will be uninterrupted and perfeft; not pro- 
ducing that immoderate and impetupus joy 
which fometimes accompanies them here, 
and which is more frequently the effeft of 
thoughtlefs levity, than the expreffion of 
real fatisfaAion; for true content is tranquil, 
and the moft heartfelt pleafure ferious; but 
our joy in heaven will be an eternal ferenity, 



* 1 John iv. 8, 16. f 1 Cor. xiii. 8. 

k animated 
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animated by the moft delightful tranfports. 
No tumult, no cOnfufion, nbne of that tur- 
bulent mirth which exhaufts the fpirits of 
thofe who feel it, and embarraffes and wea- 
ries thofe who feel it not ; but an univerfal 
tranquillity, a fweet fatisfa&ion; a joy, lively, 
yet calm j pleafures fenfible and animated, 
but pure, and always accompanied with 
that amiable circumfpeftion which a tender 
friendflup infpires; fentiments exquifite and 
inexpreffible, yet mild and peaceable; fen- 
timents which will impel us, not to intro- 
duce difcord amidft the univerfal harmony 
of hearts, but to improve that harmony 
more and more, and to raife it to a degree 
ofperfeftion, infinitely above the moft en- 
chanting image which the brighteft imagina- 
tion can trace. For we fhall not " love in 
*< word, neither in tongue, but in deed and 
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" in truth."" " We fliall have fellowfliip 
" one with another, and our fellowfliip will 
" be with the Father, and with his fon Jefus 
" Chrift.'" 



* I John iii. 18. 



* 1 John i. 3, 7. 
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PART IV. 



LET us now confider fome of the celcftial 
pleafures which we fhall derive more imme- 
diately from our own reflexions, and from 
fome other circumftances which I have not 
yet had an opportunity of mentioning, and 
which will greatly add to our happinefs in 
heaven. 

Memory is a kind of reftoration of the 
paft: when we feel, or forefee as certain, 

: effete 



142 ON THE HAPPINESS OF 

ettefts of a diftant caufe, which no longer 
exifts, this gives in fome meafure a new ex- 
iftence to that caufe, and places it again be- 
fore us. When this relates to an aftion 
which we have performed, and which it was 
in our own power to have avoided, the idea 
or recolleftion of that aflion is a prefent 
fource of pleafing or of painful fentiments, 
according to the confequences of that con- 
duft which we recal to our remembrance. 
No fituation can be more dreadful, than a 
ftate of mifery towards which we have vo- 
luntarily direfted our fteps for a long time, 
and into which we have at length plunged 
ourfelves. Whatever may be the torment 
which we endure, our greateft fuffering 
confifts in the reproaches of our confcience. 
And in the fame manner, in a happy fitua- 
tion, at which we have arrived by attentions 

and 
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and exertions fall of circumfpe&ion, pru- 
dence, and afliduity, fome of oui* mod agree- 
able refle&ions arife from felf-approbation. 
The more difficulties we have furmounted, 
and the more dangers we have avoided, the 
more perfe&ly we enjoy the happinefs ac- 
quired. 

Such is our fenfibility to what is proper 
and reafonable, that, independently of the 
fuccefs of our aftions, we feel pleafure or 
forrow according to the conduft we have 
purfued. If we have done what ought na- 
turally to bring upon us great misfortunes, 
as the lofs of reputation, fortune, or health; 
and if, contrary to the common courfe of 
things, thefe misfortunes have not befallen 
us, — yet there ftill remains a fevere puniih- 
ment in our own breaftj we are fecretly 
aihamed of the efteem which the world ex- 

preffes 
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preffes for us, we cannot help inwardly con- 
feffing that we have not deferved it; our 
poffeflions appear to us to be in fome mea- 
fure unjuftly acquired; our health a blefling 
which we ought not to enjoy: at leaft we 
certainly do not experience the comfort and 
fatisfa&ion which we fhould feel without 
thefe humiliating reflections. And if, in- 
ftead of lofing any thing, though we de- 
ferved to be deprived of all, we have on 
the contrary obtained rewards which were 
due only to qualities of which we have been 
entirely deftitute, or to efforts which we 
have not exerted, we then profit with regret 
from the ignorance of our fuperiors, who, 
by exalting us, have perhaps been guilty 
of injuftice towards a more worthy objeft. 
That reward, however great it may be, can 
afford us only inconfiderable pleafure, in 

comparifon 
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companion of what thofe who had defcrved 
it would enjoy. 

On the contrary, fuch is the power and 
influence of felf-approbation, that it alle- 
viates the greateft calamities. To be able 
to fay with truth, " This is not my fault; 
" I have afted with all poilible prudence to 
" avoid this misfortune; I have not de- 
" parted from my integrity;" this difarms 
our forrows of their fling, and almoft con- 
verts them into comforts. So delightful is 
the pleafure of felf-efteem and approbation, 
that when our misfortunes are the effe&s of 
our virtues, which fometimes happens amidft 
the diforders of. the prefent world, then 
they change their nature, and ceafe to be 
evils. Are wc poor? Perhaps it is becaufe 
we have reftored to the right owners, though 
not compelled to it by the law, that wealth 

which 
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which our predeccffors had gained by ra-% 
pine and extortion; our poverty then be- 
comes a treafure, of more value " than 
" thoufands of gold and filver." x If in the 
caufe of religion or virtue we fhould lofe 
friends or reputation, yet, " if our heart 
" condemn us not, and we have confidence 
<c towards GoD, ,,y we may confole ourfelves 
for the lofs of efteem and regard, with the 
foothing refleftions arifing from a good con- 
fcience; trufting that He to whom all hearts 
are open, will in a future world, when the 
mifts of error (hall be difpelled, bring forth 
our " righteoufncfs as the light, knd our 
" juft dealing as the noon-day.' H 

With what pleafure {hall we refleft in 
heaven upon the various temptations we 



x Pfa. cxix. 7*. y x John iii. 31. f Pfa. xxxyii. 6. 

lhall 
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(hall have refilled, and the numerous evils 
we fhall have endured, in purfuing with 
fortitude and perfeverance the path tending 
towards that felicity, to which we fliall at 
length have attained. Thus delightfully 
fliall we enjoy the paft, and, all evil having 
ceafed, " God fhall wipe away all tears 
" from our eyes."* We ihall poffefs, with- 
out any abatement, the fruit of our cares 
and exertions; and that approbation of our 
own confcience, which on earth had feldom 
been greater than to afford us confolation in 
our calamities, fhall become in heaven a 
pure and fenfible pleafure; a pleafure which 
reafon will no longer oppofe, nor humility 
condemn; for we are there no longer to 
" work out our own falvation with fear and 
" trembling, ,,b but to obey the call of our 



• Rev. xxi. 4. * Phil. ii. 13. 

glorified 
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glorified Matter : — " Come, ye bleffed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you, from the' foundation of the world." c 
More impreft with the beauty of virtue 
than we were, or could be, here below, 
we fhall not only rejoice in our felf-appro- 
bation, with regard to the paft, but we 
{hall anticipate this celeftial pleafure in an 
everlafting futurity; for we fhall be affured 
of preferving it inviolate, and of augment- 
ing it continually, through eternal ages. 
Upon earth, alas! we feel this pleafure but 
very imperfeftly. One day diftinguilhed by 
fome great viftory over our own heart, one 
day on which we can rcfleft with felf-appro- 
bation, is a truly valuable day, and may 
almoft be compared to thofe which we fhall 
pafs in heaven. But through our negli- 

C Matth. xxv, 34* 

gence 



THE LIFE TO COME. I49 

gcnce and weaknefs, thefc days feldom arrive; 
and even when they do, our joy is abated 
by fome melancholy recolleftion of the paft, 
and by the fear which it occafions that the 
next day may refemble thofe numerous pre- 
ceding ones, which have been ftained with 
fin. We can, therefore, form but a faint 
idea of that tranfporting felicity which will 
proceed from the conftant felf-approbation 
which we fhall enjoy in that illuftrious affem- 
bly of faints, where our moft ardent defire 
will be to advance " from glory to glory ," d 
"'unto the meafure of the ftature of the 
1 '" fulnefs of Chrift."' 

This boundlefs profpeft of happinefs will 
be enjoyed in perfeft fecurity. In our pre- 
fent ftate, the idea of our mortality, and of 
our fubjeftion to corporeal pains, conftantly 



- % Cor. iii. 18. • Ephef. iv. 13. 
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accompanies us. We are fenfible, every 
moment, that fome accident may arrive the 
next, to deprive us of the fleeting breath 
of life; and that however happily we may 
efcape from the dangers which hover con- 
tinually around us, yet in a fliort fpace of 
time we muft neceffarily become a prey to 
decay and death. Our occupations, . both 
of bufinefs and pleafure, frequently lead us 
into perils j while terror and anxiety diminiih 
our enjoyments, and intrude into almoft 
every circumftance of life. 

In heaven we fliall no longer be fubjeft to 
the wars of elements, or to thofe more ter- 
rible revolutions which arife from the paf- 
fions of mankind, and bring in their train 
miferies and deftruftion; miferies more for- 
midable, and deftruftion more frequent, than 
are produced by infectious difeafes, ferocious 

animals, 
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animals, overflowing feas, or contending 
ftorms. 

" Fate, arm'd with thunder, fire, and ev'ry plague, 
" That ruins, tortures, or diftra&s mankind, 
" And makes the happy wretched in an hour, 
" O'erwhelms you not with woes fo terrible 
f€ As your own wrath.' ,f 

The prefent ftate of things renders it im- 
poffible, even with the greateft care, to 
avoid misfortunes j and mankind are in ge- 
neral fo indifcreet and inconfiderate, as not 
to refleft what evil their conduft may bring 
upon others. Is it furprifing then, that, even 
without enmity, we are continually crofling 
and clafliing with each other, and that our 
negligence occafions various evils, which a 
finall degree of prudence would have pre- 
vented? 



f Armftrong. 

" Without 
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u Without misfortune, what calamities ! 

* 

" And what hoftilities, without a foe ! 

" Nor are foes wanting to the beft on earth. 

" But endlefs is the lift of human ills, 

« And fighs might fooner fail, than caufe to figh."* 

But even in this life misfortunes would 
be much lefs frequent, if mankind were 
united by that bond of mutual affe&ion, 
which our Saviour earneftly recommends to 
his difciples as their peculiar diftin&ion. 
By this fliall all men know that ye are 
my difciples, if ye have love one to an- 
" other."* 1 Such misfortunes cannot there- 
fore have place in an abode where the tu- 
mults both of the natural and moral world 
will fubdue into peace, and we fliall " love 
" our neighbour as ourfelves." 1 



cc 



» Dr. Young. 
* John xiii. jjj. * Matth. xxii. 29. 

We 



THE LIFE TO COME. 1 53 

We cannot, perhaps, in this life, form 
an adequate idea of the pleafure arifing from 
perfeft fecurity. It is impoflible to enjoy 
fuch a ftate on earth, and therefore we can- 
not acquire a juft idea of the fatisfa&ion and 
joy which muft accompany the affurance of 
an abfolute exemption from all danger. We 
- are fo far from being able to acquire perfeft 
tranquillity in this world, that, on the con- 
trary, the moment we refleft on that which 
we do experience, it appears fo ill-founded, 
that we immediately lofe it, and can recover 
it only by ceafing to refleft. I am in health 
to-day, but am I certain that I fliall be fo 
to-morrow? The friend whofe fociety is 
now fo delightful to me, in a few days per- 
haps may be fnatched from me by death. 
In fhort, if we were to meditate on all the 
probable dangers which threaten us every 

L moment, 
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moment, upon what bafis fhould we found 
our tranquillity? It is true, that many per- 
fons live without fear, even when they are 
threatened with various misfortunes; they 
are ^attentive to the dangers which fur- 
round them, and this is frequently a real 
advantage; an advantage, which, if we did 
not all poffefs in fome degree, our mortal 
life would be a ftate of conftant fuffering ; 
and it is probably for this reafon, that the 
Creator has concealed futurity from our view. 

But the moft fearlefs do not, neither can 
they, enjoy that rational tranquillity which 
proceeds from the convi&ion of being in a 
ftate of fecurity which nothing can alter; 
becaufe fuch a ftate is inconfiftent with 
this life. 

It is only by looking forward with confi- 
dence to a perfeft and eternal ftate, that we 

can 
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can acquire real tranquillity here below. 
Notwithftanding our natural repugnance to 
pain, and every kind of adverfity, fuch is 
the force of religion, that by her powerful 
influence, we may conquer that repugnance, 
whenever it would interfere with our duty; 
and we fhall not only prove our religious 
courage when we are called forth to aftive 
exertions, but we fhall poffefs the more dif- 
ficult virtue of paflive fortitude, which will 
induce us to fubmit with patience and refig- 
nation to every apparent misfortune, and 
even to rejoice in it. Then only can we en- 
joy a tranquillity in fome meafure refembling 
the felicity of heaven, when " cafting all 
" our care" upon Providence, in the full 
affurance that " He careth for us," k we 
build our confidence on this inconteftable 

* x Pct - v - 7. principle, 
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principle, that whenever God permits mis- 
fortunes to befal a virtuous man, it is only 
as the means of increafing his future happi- 
nefs; becaufe that, according to the admi- 
rable arrangements of his wifdom and good- 
nefs, " all things fliall work together for 
" gck>d to them that love God." 1 

In heaven, where pain and forrow fliall 
be no more, and " death fhall be fwallowed 
" up in viftory," m we fhall feel a fweet fe- 
curity that every danger is part, and that we 
fliall enjoy for ever thofe pleafures which 
are at the right hand of God: treafures 
immortal and immutable, " eternal in the 
" heavens, where neither moth nor ruft doth 

corrupt, and where thieves do not break 

through nor fteal." n 






1 Rom. viii. »8. » 1 Cor. xv. 54. ■ Matth. vi. 20. 

This 
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This perfeft fecurity is fo neceffary to our 
felicity, that without it the greateft bleflings 
would become in fome meafure the fourcc 
of mifery; and even the more deferving they 
were of our attachment, the more affli&ive 
would be the evil refulting from the poffible 
privation of them. 

In the world to come our defires will not 
exceed their proper limits ; and the affurance 
that they fhall be gratified will render them 
agreeable fentiments, without any mixture 
of impatience. That which renders them 
painful is the fear of disappointment, which 
always accompanies them here, and which 
produces a degree of impatience; but if we 
could eradicate this fear, obtain an entire 
command over ourfelves, and confider Se- 
venty years as an almoft imperceptible por- 
tion of v our duration, impatience then would 

ceafej - 
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ceafe; and fuch will be our fituation when 
we {hall arrive in the manfions of immor- 
tality. 

There our defires, being always bounded 
by reafon and virtue, will be always grati- 
fied: our love of pleafure will never be at 
variance with our fenfe of duty. Without 
doubt one of our principal employments 
will be, to inform and improve ourfelves 
more and more, and to embrace every op- 
portunity of informing, improving, and ren- 
dering more happy, thofe of our fellow- 
citizens in the houjhold of God, who may 
not have made fo great a progrefs Sis our- 
felves, or to whom we can be in any degree 
ufeful. We {hall joyfully facrifice our own 
particular gratifications to our focial and 
generous fentiments, whenever circumftances 
require fuch a facrifice j and this will greatly 

heighten 



THE LIFE TO COME. I59 

heighten the pleafure which we {hall derive 
from our noble and exalted fentiments. 

Labour will be no longer neceffary to 
procure us conveniencies and comforts. We 
flball neither toil nor /fin: for we fhall dwell 
in <c a city whofe builder and maker is 
" God;"° we fhall be clothed in that fine 
cc linen which is the righteoufnefs of faints $"* 
and we fhall eat of thofc " fruits," and 
drink of " that water of life/* which fhall 
be " in the midft of the new Jerufalem." 
Our occupations will therefore only be cal- 
culated to promote our felicity; but an at- 
tempt to particularize them would be abfurd, 
fince we are not fufficiently acquainted with 
the nature of our celeftial fenfations, the 
degree of our faculties, or the fpecies of 
obje&s which we fhall meet with in heaven. 

■ , ■■ 1 — 1 ■ - — *— 1 T .^^— — ■ 1, 1 — 

• Hcb. xi. 10. » Rcy. xix. 8. There 
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There are in nature innumerable myfteries 

which are impenetrable to mortal eyes, an 

infinity of wonderful connexions which our 

» 
weak underftandings cannot trace: we fhall 

then perhaps penetrate thofe myfteries, and 

comprehend thofe connexions. 

We may frequently employ ourfelves in 

contemplating the glories of our heavenly 

abode: which will doubtlefs afford an ever- 

lafting fubjeft for admiration. St. John has 

given us, in the Revelations, a fublime idea 

of the magnificence of that habitation, which 

will be, as he expreffes it, c< the tabernacle 

" of God with men. The building of the 

" wall of it was of jafper, and the city was 

" pure gold, like unto clear glafs; and the 

" foundations of the wall of the city were 

<c garnifhed with all manner of precious 

"" {tones. And the kings of the earth do 

" bring 



y 
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c< bring their glory and honour into it* 
" There {hall be no night there; and they 
" fliall bring the glory and honour of the 
<c nations into it." r This figurative .defcrip- 
tion conveys to us, by metaphors adapted to 
our prefent conceptions, the moft lofty ideas 
of the grandeur of that holy city, which fliall 
be filled with the glory of God. 

The nobleft and moft delightful of all our 
occupations will be, to praife and adore that 
gracious Being, who is the author and giver 
of every bleffing. The angels and faints in 
heaven are reprefented to us as continually 
worfhipping God, and afcribing unto Him 
" glory,, and honour, and power,"' To 
fome this perpetual adoration may appear 
wearifome; bnt how little do they under- 



1 Rev. xxi. 3, 1 8, &c. • Rev. iy. 2. 

* fand 
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ftand thofe exquifite fentiments which arife 
from a continual meditation upon the feli- 
city we enjoy, and an uninterrupted con- 
templation of that divine Benefa&or from 
whom alone it proceeds. What tranfports 
of gratitude and love will fill our hearts, 
when we /hall behold Him, who, having 
guided us with his " counfel" through the 
paths of time, has afterwards received us 
" to glory" 1 in the manfions of eternity: 
having given us, " who were dead in tref- 
u paffes and fins, x his only begotten Son, 
" that whofoever believeth in him fhould 
" not perilh, but have everlafting life." 
I {hall not enlarge further on the nature 

of our celeftial felicity, but conclude with a 
few general obfervations. 



' Pfa. lxxiii. 24. * Ephef. ii. 1. 

There 
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There are enjoyments in the prefent life, 
which are calculated to gratify in a high 
degree the defires of a rational mind: for 
example; the focial pleafures of friendfhip 
and charity, and thofe which arife from fo- 
litude and retirement; interefting and im- 
proving converfation, or ferious and fublimc 
meditation; whilft nature appears in her 
lovelieft afpeft, all around is ferenity and 
beauty, and all within tranquillity and peace. 
Could thefe fcenes be fuppofed fecure and 
permanent, we might look forward with 
fatisfa&ion to the eternal duration of this 
world; and, if we had no idea of abetter, 
we might confider fuch a ftate as a paradife j 
but after a few ages fhould have paffed away, 
the immortal foul, wearied by continual re- 
petition, would become animated by new 
defires, which could only find their full gra- 
tification 
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tification in thofe teleftial regions, where the 
leaft: of our pleafures will furpafs the moft- 
interefting earthly joy; where tranquillity 
will be accompanied with an endlefs pro- 
grefs, and the affurance of fuccefs in our 
ftudies; where we may expeft varied and 
increafing enjoyments; and where confe- 
quently, eternity, far from introducing dif- 
guft and languor, will add to our glory and 
felicity a more ample and more exquifite 
delight* 

The ancient heathen writers, and parti- 
cularly the poets, have left us defcriptions 
of their Elyfian fields, and of the golden 
age. In the latter, fimplicity of manners, . 
innocence, peace, freedom from fatiguing 
occupations, a foil naturally fertile, and fea- 
fons mild and ferene, cqnftitute the greateft 
charms of the defcription. In the Elyfian 

fields, 
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fields, the fame images heightened and im- 
proved, an exemption from the humiliating 
neceffities of our mortal ftate, fome plea- 
fures adapted to our nature, reprefent to us 
another golden age, but in fome meafure re- 
fined. Thefe fi&ions, though extremely 
defeftive, intereft the mofl infenfible hearts. 
If we purify them from the mean, the grofs, 
and the imperfeft, which muft neceffarily 
accompany the defcription of objefts, too 
nearly refembling thofe. with which we are 
acquainted upon earth} and if we add to 
them various advantages which the heathens 
either could not imagine, or could not re- 
prefent in all their extent and Iuftre, for want 
of ideas, fufficiently fublime, of the Divinity 
and his defigns, — thefe defcriptions may per- 
haps be regarded as faint fketches of the 
celeftial felicity in its commencement. 

What 
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What the holy fcripture tells us concern- 
ing the garden of Eden, and the ftate in 
which we fuppofe mankind would have been, 
if neither our firft parents, nor their pofte- 
rity, -had finned, prefents a very engaging 
image; yet this cannot give an adequate 
idea of our future paradife: 



t€ 



Far happier place 



•» " Than this of Eden, and far happier days."/ 

Man here below, even in a, ftate of inno- 
cence, and with the approbation of the Moft 
High, could be only in the infancy of his 
dignity and happinefs. Man, though inno- 
cent, would ftill be but man; the earth 
would be but a garden ; though we fhould 
not be fubjeft to death, we could not in this 
World enjoy immortality to that degree of 
which our nature would be capable. To 

i Milton. confine 
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confine immortals here below, would not be 
confident with that unbounded love which 
the Almighty teftifies towards his creatures: 
to enjoy a glorious and blifsful immortality, 
we muft have been tranfported to fome fupe- 
rior abode, or our prefent habitation mufl 
have been confidently improved, in order 
to be fuitable to the purified nature of its 
inhabitants, when they were become equal 
unto the angels. 

But the pleafures of our celeftial paradife 
will not confift in a limited felicity, a fmall 
portion of joy, particles of happinefs, (if 
I may be allowed the expreffion) of which 
we might form almoft an adequate idea ; but 
in an unbounded joy, furrounding us on 
every fide; in a vaft, an immenfe felicity, 
arifing from pleafures innumerable and un- 
limited j in the eternal emanations of the 

power 
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power and goodnefs of the infinite Author 
of all, and in the " unfearchable riches of 
" Chrift;" z our dwelling will be with God 
in boundlefs realms of blifs, and our fociety, 
with innumerable multitudes of intelligent 
beings, continually advancing, as well as 
ourfelves, in wifdom, glory, and happinefs. 

With fuch hppes, and fuch profpe&s, we 
may not only " run with patience the race 
" which is fet before us," a but we may " go 
cc on our way rejoicing: 5 looking unto 
" Jefus, the author and finifher of our faith; 
" who, for the joy that was fet before him, 
endured the crofs, defpifing the fhame, and 
is fet down at the right hand of the throne 
" of God. ,5c " Angels, principalities, and 
" powers, being made fubjeft unto him." 

» Ephef. iii. 8. • Heb. xii. I. b A&s viii.39. • Heb. xii.a, 
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CONCLUSION. 



JL O render this Eflay more complete, I 
fliall colleft, into one point of view, the 
principal obje&s of that glorious profpeft 
which eternity opens before us, as a reca- 
pitulation and fummary of my preceding ob- 
fervations and reflections; and if any of them 
have in the finalleft degree engaged the at- 
tention of the reader, when only feparately 
confidered, I hope, that when thus united, 

m and 
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and refle&ing on each other a more glorious 
luftre, they will produce a greater effeft, 
and make a more forcible and more lafting 
impreffion. 

In heaven, our glorified bodies will be no 
longer fubjeft to infirmity or decay: all po- 
fitive evil will ceafe. Our faculties, being 
perfefted to a degree of which we can at 
prefent form no idea, will convey to the foul 
an endlefs variety of delightful emotions. In 
the enjoyment of eternal youth and health, 
at endued perhaps with modes of perception 
prefent as incomprehenfible to us as are 
the pleafures of vifion to a man born blind, 
our fenfes will no longer be at variance with 
our reafon: the corruptible body will no 
more prefs down the foul, but wiH be the 
inftrument of its happinefs. We {hall en- 
joy the pleafure of acquiring and poffeffing 

knowledge, 
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knowledge, unallayed by any of thofe in- 
conveniences which accompany them on 
earth* Our faculties, talents, and afliftan- 
ces, will always be equal to the ftudies in 
which we ftiall employ them: a firm con- 
fidence of fuccefs in our enquiries and re- 
fearches will make them fo eafy to us, that 
they will be produ&ive of pleafure, unmixed 
with the flighteft degree of fatigue; and be- 
ing fecure of an eternal duration, we {hall 
not fear any impediment to our advance- 
ment in thofe fublime attainments, which 
will be the objefts of our purfuit in the 
realms of immortality. 

The Supreme Being will always be the 
principal objeft of our meditations. Here 
we fee him but darkly; there we fliall be- 
hold him face to face. The attributes of 
God, the wonders of creation, the conduft 

of 
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of Providence, the great defigns of the Mod 
High, and all thofe beautiful, fublime, and 
infinitely diverfified obje&s, in the contem- . 
plation of which we feel every moment the 
weaknefs of our earthly faculties, will be 
difplayed before us in all their luftre. 

At the fight of that immenfe ftore of plea- 
fures, of which God will have given us pof- 
feffion, our boundlefs admiration will be 
accompanied with the fweetefl emotions of 
gratitude and love. By the recolleftion of 
the paft, thofe evils„ which can exift no 
longer but in our memory, will be admirably 
inftrumental in enhancing the value of our 
happinefs, and procuring us a more exquifite 
enjoyment of it. During this delightful re- 
trofpeft, we (hall look up to that Being, 
who is the author and finijher of our faith* 
with tranfports of gratitude and love, of 

which 
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which our moft ardent fenfations of piety on 
earth can give us but a faint idea. 

From reflefting on the pail, we fhall na- 
turally proceed to meditate on the future, 
and to enjoy the delightful anticipation of 
thofe degrees of glory and felicity which we 
fhall not at firft poffefs. Admitted into the 
prefence of God, honoured by his appro- 
bation, we (hall fee in Him, and in every 
thing; around us, the great fyftem of univer- 
fal felicity: a felicity for ever extending,* 
and for ever increafing. God, who knows 
our hearts, will place obje&s before lis to 
exercife our nobleft virtues, in all their va- 
riety, delicacy, and ardour. Happy in our- 
felves, and in the felicity of myriad? of our 
fellow-creatures, exulting in? the profpeft. 
pf an eternal augmentation of excellence and 
happifjefo we flwl! epjoy tjiefe ineftimable 

. bleffings 
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biddings with a warmth and energy of fen- 
timent, which it is impoffible to feel in this 
imperfeft ftate. 

We fhall be fecure of finding, in each of 
the bleffed, every difpofition and affeftion 
towards us which can gratify our focial feel- 
ings, and our natural defire to love and to 
be beloved. Strengthened by our progrefs 
in knowledge, in virtue, and in amiable fen- 
timents; animated by the prefence of our 

heavenly Father; free from all impediments; 
fecure from all indifference; our affe&ion 
fdr each individual of the bleffed will be 
more ardent and tender than that which we 
now feel for the molt beloved friend: while 
we have the greateft reafon to hope, that 
every tender atod virtuous attachment formed 
on earth, if the objeft of it be really de- 
fending of our efteem, will be renewed with 

augmented 
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augmented ardour, and be enjoyed for ever. 
No envy, no jealoufy, can ever difturb our 
fecial happinefs. Every one will be con- 
tented with his own lot, every one will fin- 
cerely rejoice in the fuperior exaltation of 
others; and thus we {hall in fome meafure 
appropriate to ourfelves all the happinefs of 
heaven. At the firft fight of a glorified 
fpirit, we (hall feel a reciprocal attachment; 
and {hall for ever rejoice in the bleffings of 
mutual love. 

When we (hall refleft on the numerous 
temptations we have overcome, and the va- 
rious affli&ions we have endured, in our 
progrefs towards that felicity to which we 
have at length attained, we ftiall enjoy the 
approbation of our own confcience; and 
that approbation, which on eartfy had feldom 
been more than a confolation in adverfity, 

will 
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will become in heaven a pure and delightful 
pleafure; — a pleafure which we fhall antici- 
pate in an everlafting futurity; for we fhall 
be fecure of preferving it inviolate, and of 
augmenting it continually, . by the conftant 
exercife of virtue. 

All thefe bleffings will be accompanied 
with the certainty that they are ours for 
ever. In heaven, where pain and forrow 
fhall be no more, and death fhall be fwallowed 
up in viftory, we ihall feel a fweet feciirity 
that every danger is paft: while futurity pre- 
fents an endlefs perfpe&ive, a boundlefs field 
for the exercife of the npbleft virtues, and 
the enjoyment of conftantly increafing hap- 
pinefs. 

Such are my ideas of the. bleffings of a 
future ftate. I flatter myfelf that I have not 
offered, under the fan&ion of the gofpel, 

any 
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any propofitions which are not either abfo- 
lutely afferted, or clearly implied, in the 
facred writings; and with. regard to my con- 
je&ures, I have carefully endeavoured to 
hazard fuch only as, founded on the attri- 
butes of God, on the nature of things in 
general, and on the conftitution and fitua- ■ 
tion of the human race in particular, ap- 
pear to be extremely probable. If I am 
miftaken in any of thefe ideas, yet I cannot 
err in recommending the encouragement of 
thofe fentiments which they tend to excite, 
and the pra&ice of thofe duties which they 
are calculated to enforce. 

* Our life in this world is only a prepara- 
tion for the next; a ftate of trial, and of 
difcipline; in which we ought, not only to 
avoid as much as poffible every aftion which 
is difplealing to God, but alfo to acquire 

virtuous 
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virtuous habits, and a tafte for every thing 

which is rational, amiable, and worthy of a 

being who afpires to become hereafter equal 

unto the angels. By this principle we may 

try the value of all our purfuits, of all our 

pleafures. If our intelleftual and moral 

improvements in this world tend to the 

perfe&ing our felicity in that which is to 

__ • 

come, it neceffarily follows, that our moft 

important bufinefs is to enlighten our un- 
dcrftanding, and to improve our heart; 
which may be as efieftually accomplifhed by 
the aftive member of fociety, as by the fe- 
dentary reclufe. Religion does not oblige 
us to renounce the common occupations, or 
the innocent pleafures of life. A proper 
attention to the former is often a great and 
important duty; and the latter are the flow- 
ers which Providence has fcattered in the 

narrow, 
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narrow, and often thorny path of virtue. 
But let not the cares of this life engage our 
whole attention; let not pleafure be confi- 
dered as our bufinefs. In a ftate which I 
have already called the infancy of our ex- 
iftence, our heavenly Father afts like a kind 
and tender parent; indulging us in every 
pleafure which is not contrary to our more 
important interefts, but leading us to purfue 
fuch as will form our minds to happinefs and 
virtue. 

The father, who confults the real good of 
his child, will cultivate his tafte, his under- 
flanding, his virtuous affeftions, at the mo- 
ment when he appears only folicitous to 
amufe him. The fports of infancy muft not 
be cruel ; they muft not be fuch as feed the 
felfifh paffions, and counteract the great ends 
of education. Inftruftion may be united 

with 
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with pleafure, and reafon may gain ftrengtb 
while fancy is amufed. The tender guar* 
dian will never lofe fight of- the permanent 
advantage of his pupil; the child muft re- 
member that he is born to be a man. 

Such is our fituation on earth; and the 
comparifon may give us a faint idea of the 
gracious defigns of our heavenly Father. 
Since the bountiful hand of Providence has 
beftowed on us innumerable bleflings, and 
placed us in the midft of obje&s calculated 
to gratify our various taftes and inclinations, 
as far as is confiftept with thofe great defigns 
which regard our eternal felicity, we cannot 
fiirely render ourfelves unacceptable to Hiro> 
when we enjoy with gratitude the gifts he 
has vouchfafed to offer us, or exult in the 
pleafing confequences of thofe virtues, which, 
by his grace, we have been enabled to per- 

, form 
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form. Let the rich and profperous rejoice 
in the bleflings which God has given them; 
the wealth which is fpent in relieving dif- 
trefs, in encouraging fcience and virtue, or 
in promoting the innocent pleafures of fo- 
ciety, and affording to a fellow-creature one 
agreeable hour, will not be loft. When- 
ever we contribute to the happinefs of others, 
we cultivate fentiments which to all eternity 
will form a part of our own. Let philofo- 
phy extend its refearches, let genius indulge , 
the enthufiafm of a warm imagination; all 
that is beautiful, all that is fublime, in the 
produ&ions of art, or the works of nature, 
all contribute to raife the mind to Him from 
whom they immediately or ultimately pro- 
ceed, and to fix the attention on thofe more 
glorious fcenes, where alone real perfeftion 
can be found. 

And 
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And ye, whofe hearts are formed to feel 
the fweet emotions of friendship and benevo- 
lence, to you I addrefs myfelf with peculiar 
fatisfaftion. Let not the cold maxims of 
unfeeling fcepticifm check your enjoyment 
of pleafures in which angels ftiare. The ex- 
ample, the pofitive command, of the great 
Author of our falvation, calls us to love one 
another. " The charities of father, fon, and 
" brother,"* the tender ties of friendfhip, 
the warm philanthropy, " which fcarce col- 
" leftive man can fill,"" all are the glorious 
fruits of that religion of which the diftin- 
guifhing charafteriftic is charity. Fear not 
the forrows which, in this ftate of trial, will 
be blended with the higheft tranfports which 
the human mind is capable of feeling. The 
objeft of your tendered attachment may be 



* Milton. • Vanity of Human Wiihes. 

doomed 



I *> 
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doomed to fufFer, may be removed from you 
by death; even the Saviour of the world 
wept for his Lazarus, and all his difciples 
muft be ready to refign every blefling they 
enjoy, when they are called to take up the 
crofs and follow him. But thefe light afflic- 
tions are but for a moment : the friends who 
are parted on earth will again unite in heaven 
to part no more: the gentle heart, which 
now bleeds at the fight of human miferies, 
will there enjoy for ever the enchanting 
fpe&acle of univerfal happinefs. 

Thefe are pleafures which reafon does not 
blulh to own, and which religion does not 
forbid us to enjoy: and (hall we exchange 
thefe pleafures for follies which difgrace our 
understanding, and vices which corrupt our 
heart j which afford no real fatisfaftion in 
poffeffion, and which muft foon perifh for 

ever? 
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ever? In a few-years the delufive obje&s of 
vanity, avarice, and ambition, will lofe their 
deceitful fplendor j and all the glittering trea- 
fures, which are fo often purchafed at the 
expence of honour and virtue, will appear 
as contemptible to the poor wretch who now 
purfues them, as the toys which amufed his 
infancy. 



" Thrones will then be toys, 



" And earth and ikies feem duft upon the fcale." f 

The Chriflian, whofe faith is fixed upon 
the happinefs of a future ftate, is prepared 
and enabled to fupport, with unfhaken con- 
ftancy, and entire refignation to the will of 
God, the evils of the prefent life. The 
heavieft appear to him infignificant ; the 
moft lingering, but tranfient. Far from ob- 
ftru&ing his progrefs towards the heavenly 

f Dr. Young. 

Canaan, 
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Canaan, they will advance and accelerate it. 
He fubmits, with religious patience and 
pious fortitude, to the deprivation of worldly 
comforts, while he trufts that he {hall re- 
ceive a recompence for them in the realms 
of perfeft happinefs. To arrive in thofe re- 
gions of felicity, is the principal, is almoft 
, the fole objefl: of his defires. One ftep in 
the way which leads to heaven, is produc- 
tive of far greater advantages than a thou- 
fand direfted only towards the acquifitions 
and pleafures of this world. Thofe " trea- 
" fares" which are " laid up in heaven," 
are the only " true riches."* To conneft 
religion with every circumftance in life, .to 
make it the companion of our gayeft as well 
as ojur graveft hours, is to purfue the path 
which will condu& us to real and permanent 



* Luke xvi. 11. 



n felicity : 
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felicity: it is to fecure a prefent fatisfa&ion, 
preferable to every other enjoyment our 
mortal ftate can afford. The leaft important, 
as well as the moft material bleflings pro- 
ceed equally from God, and require our 
grateful acknowledgments; and we cannot 
truly enjoy any pleafure which we do not 
fincerely believe to be authorifed by Him 
" who^giveth us richly all things to enjoy." 1 
The pursuit in which we cannot afk his pro- 
teftion muft be criminal; the pleafure for 
which we dare not thank Him cannot be 
innocent. This habitual piety appears to 
be the proper offering of a Chriftian ; who 
ought to be always employed in the fervice 
of God; and who fulfils his will, as much 
when he enjoys with gratitude the bleflings 
he has given, as when he fupports with for- 



« 

1 1 Tim. vi. 17. titude 
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titude the trials which are fent by the fame 
all-gracious hand. 

We are too apt to yield to indolence in 
virtue, and to negligence in piety; which 
may be produ&ive of the moft fatal confe- 
quences. They are the moft common, and 
at the fame time the moft dangerous, fpiri- 
tual difeafes of the fincere Chriftian. They 
infenfibly lay the foul afleep, and that fleep 
threatens us with death. The moft reli- 
gious man requires frequent admonitions and 
precautions againft thofe enemies of his foul. 
On this account St. Peter thus addreffes 
himfelf to his fellow-chriftians: " I will not 
" be negligent to put you always in remem- 
%t brance of tjiefe things, though ye know 
" them, and be eftablifhed in the truth. 
" Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in 
" this tabernacle, to ftir you up by putting 

" you 
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" you in remembrance. Moreover, I will 
c< endeavour that ye may be able, after my 
" deceafe, to have thefe things always in 
4 f remembrance."* 

Let us then exert ourfelves with courage, 
with ardour, and an uninterrupted perfeve- 
rance, to acquire all the glory, all the felicity, 
of which we can be fufceptible in the life to 
come: <c forgetting thofe things that are be- 
" hind, and reaching forth unto thofe things 
" which are before," let us " prefs towards 
" the mark, for the prize of the high calling 
" of God in Chrift Jefus." 1 Let us not 
c< faint; but, though our outward man 
perilh," let us pray that " the inward man 
may be renewed day by day." Then 
our light affli&ion, which is but for a 






k % Pct.i. i*, x 3 , x 5 . i Phil. ft. I4 , I5 . 

u moment," 
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c moment," (hall work out " for us a for 
c more exceeding and eternal weight of 

* glory: while we look not at the things 

* which are" feen, but at the things which 
c are not feen; for the things which are 
' feen, are temporal, but the things which 
4 are not feen, are eternal."" 



% Cor.iv. 16, 17, 18. 
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